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Not  the  wish  of  the  writer,  but  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  occasion 
which  caused  the  writing  and  preaching  of  the  following  sermon,  as 
well  as  the  misrepresentations  which  have  gone  abroad  concerning  its 
spirit  and  character,  have  led  to  its  publication.  We  should  have 
much  preferred  to  rest  the  case  with  these  our  last  words  to  the  society, 
with  which  we  were  at  issue,  and  to  which  they  were  addressed,  but  jus¬ 
tice  to  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  the  usefulness  in  this 
cause,  forbade  this  course.  The  question  which  has  arisen  between  the 
First  New  Jerusalem  Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  ourselves,  its  former 
pastor,  has  been  misunderstood  and  misrepresented,  our  motives  and 
actions  have  been  misunderstood  and  misrepresented,  and  we  have  been 
denounced  as  arbitrary,  full  of  the  love  of  dominion,  harshly  and  un¬ 
justly  personal  in  our  sermon,  and  the  sole  cause  of  the  difficulties  ex¬ 
isting  in  a  portion  of  the  church  in  this  city.  No  personal  considera¬ 
tions  would  have  ever  induced  us  to  make  a  public  reply  to  such  accu¬ 
sations.  But  we  owe  a  duty  to  principle,  and  to  the  sacred  office  with 
which  we  have  been  invested.  We  owe  a  duty  to  the  church,  and  to 
the  human  souls  who  are  to  be  saved  through  the  church  •  and  this  duty 
is,  freely  and  openly  to  declare  the  truth,  and  when  the  truth  has  been 
assaulted,  to  defend  it  with  such  power  as  the  Lord  may  give  us. 
This  duty  is  imposed  upon  us  by  the  commission  which  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Lord,  in  our  inauguration  into  the  ministry,  and  which 
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commands  us,  to  teach  men  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  church, 
which  is  derived  from  the  Word  of  G-od,  and  to  lead  them  to  live  ac¬ 
cording  to  that  doctrine.  (H.  D.  315.) 

Let  it  be  distinctly  understood,  that  we  are  at  issue  with  the  First  N.  J. 
Society  on  the  ground  of  principles,  and  of  action  based  upon  principles. 
Doctrines  of  the  church,  have  been  called  into  question  and  repudiated 
by  that  society;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  action  which  has  been  based  upon 
this  repudiation,  must  necessarily  affect  the  whole  church,  of  which  the 
society  claims  to  be  a  part,  our  duty,  as  a  minister  of  the  church,  neces¬ 
sarily  extends  to  the  whole  body,  whose  existence,  we  verily  believe,  is 
jeopardized  by  the  promulgation  and  ultimation  of  principles  which  are 
radically  false  and  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  our  heavenly  doctrines. 
This  duty  calls  upon  us  to  warn  the  church  of  the  existence  of  such 
principles,  and  of  the  danger  with  which  it  is  threatened  from  their  dis¬ 
organizing  and  destructive  presence  and  tendency.  And  this  we  feel 
called  upon  more  imperatively  to  do,  from  the  fact,  that  there  was  a  time, 
when  we,  in  our  ministerial  capacity,  gave  countenance  and  support  to 
these  principles,  and  to  their  application  to  the  government  of  the  church, 
even  though  we  never  held  them,  in  the  entire  sense  and  extent  to  which 
they  are  carried  by  the  radical  leaders  of  the  movement  which  has  brought 
disunion  and  disruption  into  the  First  Society  of  this  city.  In  our  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Central  Convention,  as  well  as  in  the  first  period  of 
our  connection  with  the  First  Philadelphia  Society,  we  acted  with  those 
who  denied  the  trine  in  the  ministry,  and  the  representative  nature  of 
that  office,  and  thus  gave  aid  and  support  to  those  who  were  engaged 
in  opposing  and  rendering  vain  the  efforts  of  our  elder  and  superior 
brethren  in  the  ministry,  to  establish  an  orderly  church  government 
on  true  principles.  Herein  we  did  wrong,  great  wrong,  to  the  Lord,  to 
his  church,  and  to  our  brethren.  And  whilst  we  freely  and  cordially 
acknowledge  our  wrong  and  error,  we  also  acknowledge  our  belief,  that 
the  Lord,  who  has  enabled  us  to  see  this,  has  permitted  the  late  events, 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  First  Society,  to  occur,  in  order  that 
others  may  learn  to  see  this  matter  in  the  same  light,  and  that  we  too 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  do  what  little  lies  in  our  power  to  repair 
our  wrong,  by  such  acts  of  repentance  as  shall  lead  to  the  development 
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of  other  and  truer  states  in  ourselves,  and  in  those  who  may  be  led 
through  our  words  to  see  and  know  what  are  “  the  doctrines  of  the 
church,  derived  from  the  Word,  and  to  live  according  to  those  doctrines.” 

Our  change  of  view,  in  regard  to  the  principles  involved  in  the  ques¬ 
tions  between  the  society  and  ourselves,  has  been  gradual.  Soon  after  our 
coming  into  reception  of  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  we  were  led  into 
the  midst  of  the  discussion  on  the  question  of  a  trine  in  the  ministry. 
For  any  truly  rational  consideration  of  this  subject,  we  were  not  at  all 
prepared.  Our  reading  of  the  doctrines  was  but  that  of  a  mere  tyro, 
though  we  imagined  that  we  had  taken  large  draughts  at  the  very 
fountain  head  of  spiritual  intelligence.  In  this  unfortunate  delusion  we 
were,  for  a  while,  strengthened  by  finding  ourselves  in  agreement  with 
men  much  older  in  the  church,  and  generally  respected  for  their  wisdom •, 
whilst  we  were,  at  the  same  time,  impelled  towards  the  same  point,  by 
the  promptings  of  our  merely  natural  love  of  freedom,  which  rebelled 
against  the  earnest  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the  church  manifested  by  our 
elder  and  wiser  brethren,  in  their  efforts  to  establish  a  true  and  orderly 
ecclesiastical  government.  We  resisted  the  pressure  of  the  intellectual 
force  brought  to  bear  upon  us,  by  depriving  it  of  a  fulcrum  whereon  to 
rest,  and  taking  a  middle  ground  in  the  questions  under  discussion. 
We  were  not  willing  or  ready  either  to  affirm  or  deny,  and  retired  be¬ 
hind  the  position  of  inability  to  see  the  truth  of  the  doctrines  which 
were  affirmatively  maintained.  To  us,  in  the  state  in  which  we  were 
at  that  time,  it  appeared  as  if  there  were  an  effort,  on  the  other  side,  to 
compel  acquiescence  in,  or  acknowledgement  of,  the  doctrines  advocated, 
which  it  was  our  bounden  duty  to  resist,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  we 
observed  a  tendency  on  our  part  to  confirm  ourselves  against  those  doc¬ 
trines,  before  we  had  given  them  a  thorough  examination,  in  the  light 
of  the  Word  and  the  church,  which  we  were  under  no  less  obligation 
to  resist.  And  thus  it  happened,  that  we  came  to  the  resolution,  to 
suffer  all  examination  of  these  questions  to  rest,  until  such  time  as,  our 
our  natural  feelings  having  been  quieted,  we  should  be  able  to  come  to 
it  with  an  open  and  free  mind,  having  a  bias  neither  the  one  way,  nor 
the  other,  but  seeking  truth  only  for  the  sake  of  truth.  This  resolu¬ 
tion  it  was  permitted  us  to  adhere  to ;  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  an 
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examination  made  under  these  circumstances,  that  we  have  come  to  the 
convictions  which  we  now  hold,  in  regard  to  these  questions  of  church 
order,  which  have  been  the  ground  of  our  action,  and  which  are  the 
subject  of  this  publication.  And  further,  it  is  from  the  strength  of 
these  convictions,  and  the  burden  of  the  duty  which  they  have  imposed 
upon  us,  and  which  has  caused  our  late  action  in  connection  with  the 
First  Society,  and  since  our  dissolution  of  that  connection,  that  we 
have  been  made  fully  sensible  of  the  error  and  injustice  of  our  judg¬ 
ment  of  those  our  elder  brethren,  who,  as  ministers  of  the  Lord’s 
church,  urged  upon  its  members  the  reception  of  truths  of  doctrine, 
so  vital  to  its  prosperity  and  existence.  They  felt  the  weight  of  the 
responsibility  resting  upon  them,  and  but  communicated  the  pressure 
of  that  weight,  which  was  from  the  descending  New  Jerusalem,  to 
those  to  whom  they  were  sent.  And  let  us  remark  here,  for  the 
serious  consideration  of  our  brethren  of  the  New  Church;  that  much, 
very  much,  false  judgment  and  ill  feeling  would  be  spared,  if  both 
ministers  and  laymen  would  endeavor  occasionally  to  place  themselves 
in  each  others  relative  positions.  It  is  for  us  to  consider  that  our  lay 
brethren  have  their  thoughts  and  time  occupied  by  secular  pursuits, 
which,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  are  of  an  nature  rather  to 
unfit,  than  to  prepare,  the  mind  for  the  proper  rational  weighing  of  the 
doctrines  of  our  heavenly  theology;  and  that,  therefore,  their  not  being 
able  to  see  the  truth  clearly,  is,  in  most  cases,  not  owing  to  unwilling¬ 
ness  on  their  part,  but  to  inability,  or  want  of  preparation;  whilst,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  for  them  to  consider,  that  their  ministers  are  under 
a  solemn  obligation  to  the  Lord  to  study  the  doctrines  of  the  church, 
in  their  whole  length,  and  breadth,  and  depth — to  teach  those  doctrines 
as  they  receive  them  from  him  through  his  Word,  and  that  they  cannot, 
without  a  most  damaging  unfaithfulness  to  their  duty,  which  looks  to 
the  salvation  of  human  souls,  hesitate  or  neglect  to  present  and  urge 
the  truths  which  have  been  given  them  to  make  known.  If  it  is  the 
duty  of  ministers  to  teach,  and  to  cultivate  those  qualities  which  will 
enable  them  to  teach,  then  is  it  also  the  duty  of  laymen,  to  cultivate 
teachable  dispositions,  and  to  sutler  themselves  to  be  taught.  If  these 
duties  are  not  recognized  and  acknowledged  on  both  sides,  but  little 
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good  c<au  result  from  the  ministrations  of  the  priestly  office;  for  their 
non-recognition  and  non-acknowledgment,  will  necessarily  involve  a 
non-recognition  and  non-acknowledgment  of  the  Lord  himself,  in  that 
sacred  office  in  which  he  is  representatively  present  in  the  church, 
doing  his  divine  work  of  saving  souls.  If  they  be  recognized  and  ac¬ 
knowledged,  however,  then  shall  ministers  and  laymen  be  iu  mutual 
charity,  doing  to  each  other  the  works  of  their  mutual  charity, 
and  receiving  their  life  from  the  Lord,  who  is  present  with  them 
in  and  according  to  charity,  which  they  have  from  him.  And  then 
too  shall  the  church  advance  and  grow  in  true  spiritual  life,  being 
led  by  truth  to  good,  by  acting  in  that  freedom  according  to  reason, 
which  is  given  to  all,  and  which  is  preserved  to  all,  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  their  several  offices,  professions,  employments  and  uses. 
If,  therefore,  laymen  find  ministers  strenuous  in  urging  upon  the 

consideration  of  the  members  of  the  church,  certain  doctrines  which 
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they  find  in  the  Word  and  writings  for  the  church,  let  them  reflect 
that  they  are  under  an  obligation  to  teach  truth,  and  that  they  may  be 
straitened  until  that  obligation  be  fulfilled ;  but  let  them  not  turn  upon 
them  with  imputations  of  bad  motives,  of  love  of  dominion,  of  arbitra¬ 
riness,  harshness  and  injustice.  Let  them  remember,  that  the  Lord 
alone  can  judge  righteously  of  motives,  and  that  their  judgment  in 
such  case  is  not  only  a  taking  from  the  Lord  that  which  belongs  to 
him,  but  that  it  may  also  be  an  accusation  of  him.  For  an  accusation 
of  the  Lord’s  representative,  who  is  innocent,  is  an  accusation  of  the 
Lord ;  and  since  such  accusation  can  only  come  from  evil,  it  is  a  reve¬ 
lation  of  the  existence  of  that  evil  in  the  heart  of  the  accuser. 

To  return  from  this  digression.  In  the  course  of  our  examination 
of  the  teachings  of  the  church,  in  regard  to  its  external  order,  we  were 
not  unfrequently  met  by  the  objection,  that  certain  passages  of  the 
writings,  had  no  reference  to  the  New  Church,  but  solely  to  the  church 
that  preceded  it.  This  objection  was  brought  especially  against  that 
section  of  the  small  work  on  the  New  Jerusalem  and  its  Heavenly  Doc¬ 
trine,  which  treats  of  “Civil  and  Ecclesiastical  Government.”  When 
we  came  to  consider  this  objection,  it  appeared  manifestly  absurd,  that 
Swedenborg  should  have  been  commanded  to  write  doctrine  for  the 
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old  Christian  Church,  for  that  church  which  was  consummated,  which 
had  no  spiritual  life,  and  which  could  not  by  any  possibility  be  brought 
to  life  again,  inasmuch  as  it  had  adulterated  all  good  and  falsified  all 
truth.  And  to  this  absurdity,  was  added  a  view  of  the  falsity  which  it 
contained,  when  we  looked  at  the  title  of  the  last  mentioned  book,  and 
read,  “On  the  New  J erusalem  and  its  Heavenly  Doctrine;”  and  still 
more,  when  we  read  as  follows  in  n.  7  of  that  work :  “  To  add  a  few 
words  respecting  the  doctrine  which  is  delivered  in  the  following  pages. 
This,  also,  is  from  heaven,  being  from  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Word, 
which  is  the  same  witlkthe  doctrine  that  is  in  heaven;  for  there  is  a 
church  in  heaven  as  well  as  on  earth.  In  heaven  there  are  the  Word, 
and  the  doctrine  from  the  Word;  there  are  places  of  worship  there, 
and  sermons  delivered  in  them;  there  are  also  both  ecclesiastical  and 
civil  governments  there:  in  a  word,  the  only  difference  between  the 
things  which  are  in  heaven,  and  those  which  are  on  earth,  is,  that  in 
heaven  all  things  exist  in  a  state  of  greater  perfection,  since  those  who 
dwell  there  are  spiritual,  and  spiritual  things  immensely  exceed  in  per¬ 
fection  those  that  are  natural.  That  such  things  exist  in  heaven  may 
be  seen  in  the  work  concerning  Heaven  and  Hell,  throughout,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  article  concerning  governments  in  heaven ,  n.  213  to  220; 
and  also  in  the  article  on  divine  worship  in  heaven ,  n.  221  to  227. 
Hence  may  evidently  appear  what  is  meant  by  the  holy  city,  New 
Jerusalem,  being  seen  to  descend  from  Grod  out  of  heaven.  But  I  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  doctrine  itself,  which  is  for  the  New  Church,  and  which  is 
called  Heavenly  Doctrine,  because  it  was  revealed  to  me  out  of  heaven : 
to  deliver  this  doctrine  is  the  design  of  the  present  work.” 

Thus  then,  when  we  turned,  with  this  distinct  and  unequivocal  de¬ 
claration  in  our  minds,  to  the  section  On  Civil  and  Ecclesiastical  G-o- 
vernment,  we  looked  up  to  it  as  containing  “  doctrine  tvhich  is  for  the 
New  Church,  and  which  is  called  Heavenly  Doctrine,  because  it  was 
revealed  [to  Swedenborg]  out  of  heaven.”  In  respect  to  this  section’s 
containing  doctrine  for  the  New  Church,  there  was  not  left  a  single 
speck  of  a  shade  of  a  shadow  of  doubt  in  our  mind :  the  power  of  the 
Lord’s  own  declaration  of  the  true  order  of  ecclesiastical  government 
for  the  New  Church,  was  upon  our  rational  mind,  and  in  it,  and  through 
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it  all;  and  when  we  read,  in  n.  314,  “  Governors  appointed  over  those 
things  amongst  men  which  relate  to  heaven,  or  ecclesiastical  affairs,  are 
called  priests,  and  their  office  is  called  priesthood;”  we  believed  that  by 
governors  are  meant  governors,  and  not  any  thing  else;  and  that  priests 
are  those  who  are  to  govern,  that  is,  “to  rule  as  chief  magistrates,  to 
regulate,  to  influence,  to  direct,  to  restrain,”  &c.,  (as  the  dictionary  ex¬ 
plains  the  word,)  in  “the  things  amongst  men  which  relate  to  heaven, 
or  ecclesiastical  affairs.”  In  this  way,  the  doctrine  concerning  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  priestly  office  came  to  us  as  the  Lord’s  doctrine,  and  not 
man’s — a  doctrine  which  “HE  has  revealed  out  of  heaven,”  “for  the 
New  Church;”  even  as  he  has  revealed  out  of  heaven  for  the  New 
Church,  all  the  doctrines  which  relate  to  the  external  and  internal  of 
that  church,  as  they  are  given  in  the  writings  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg. 
We  believe  them  all  to  be  truths  continuous  from  him,  and  hold  our¬ 
selves  bound  to  give  to  them  as  such  our  fullest  and  most  entire  obedi¬ 
ence.  They  are  his  divine  commands  to  us,  which  we  have  received 
in  freedom  according  to  reason,  and  which  we  must  do  in  freedom  ac¬ 
cording  to  reason.  And  since  we  are  taught,  in  H.  D.,  6,  that  “wor¬ 
ship  is  prescribed  by  doctrine,  and  is  performed  according  to  it,”  we 
made  it  our  earnest  duty  to  learn  to  know  “the  doctrine,”  by  which 
“worship  is  prescribed,”  and,  so  far  as  we  found  it,  to  render  its 
teachings  our  rational  convictions. 

It  was  in  this  manner  that  our  views  of  church  government  and  or¬ 
der,  underwent,  in  some  respects,  a  radical  change,  and  that  we  were 
led,  in  the  Lord’s  merciful  providence,  to  the  reception  of  those  princi¬ 
ples  which  will  be  found  more  particularly  stated  in  the  sequel.  And 
it  was  also  with  these  principles  that  we  entered,  with  the  First  Society 
of  this  city,  into  that  period  of  its  existence  when  its  affections  and 
thoughts  were  concentrated  upon  the  work  of  erecting  a  temple  for 
worship.  A  very  brief  review  of  the  events  connected  with  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  this  work,  will  be  found  in  the  sermon.  To  this  review  we 
shall  add  but  very  little  here— -only  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  in 
order  to  show  the  antagonism  of  principles  which  it  called  forth,  and 
which  has  resulted  in  the  dissolution  of  our  connection  with  the  society, 
and  in  its  partial  dismemberment. 
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It  was  our  warmest  desire  that  the  society  should  have  a  temple, 
whose  internal  and  external  should  be  as  fully  in  accordance  with  the 
“ prescriptions”  of  the  doctrines  of  divine  order  as  it  was  possible  for 
us  to  render  it  with  our  limited  knowledge  and  means.  And  to  this 
end  we  labored.  When,  however,  we  found,  in  the  progress  of  the 
movement,  that  there  was  a  strong  party  in  the  society,  which  was  in¬ 
clined  to  disregard  all  reference  to  the  teachings  of  the  church  on  the 
subject  of  the  external  as  well  as  internal  arrangement  of  the  building; 
that  no  heed  was  paid  to  what  was  brought  from  the  Word  and  writings 
to  show  what  true  order  is;  that  not  only  all  representatives  in  the 
New  Church,  except  baptism  and  the  holy  supper,  were  being  repudiated ; 
but  also  that  the  old  and  radical  opposition  to  the  ministry  was  busily 
stirring  up  the  lower  elements  of  the  society’s  life,  and  leading,  through 
them,  to  an  entire  overthrow  of  those  principles  which  we  held  to  be 
divinely  true;  we  remembered  our  former  partial  concomitancy  with 
this  opposition,  and  reflecting,  with  sorrow,  that  we  might  have  been 
instrumental  in  strengthening  and  confirming  it,  we  formed  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  resigning  our  pastoral  connection  with  the  society,  after  having 
entered  our  solemn  protest  against  the  course  which  it  was  pursuing. 

This  resolution  was  formed  at  the  time  when  the  first  plan  for  a 
temple  building  was  rejected,  and  a  committee,  which  was  partly  new, 
ordered  to  obtain  another.  We  were  well  assured  of  the  course  which 
this  committee  would  take,  and  regarded  the  appointment  of  a  new 
member,  whose  views  upon  church  order  were  well  known,  as  an  indi¬ 
cation  of  the  desires  and  intentions  of  the  society.  And  it  was  our 
subsequent  sight  of  the  design  proposed  for  the  temple,  and  conviction 
that  it  was  a  carrying  out  of  the  views  to  which  we  have  referred,  that 
led  us  to  decline  laying  the  corner-stone — which  we  did  upon  the  dis¬ 
tinct  ground,  that  we  regarded  “the  proposed  plan  of  the  new  building 
and  of  its  interior  arrangements,  as  embodiments  of  principles  and 
views  which  we  believe  to  be  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  our  heavenly 
doctrines,  subversive  of  all  true  order ,  and  thus  destructive  of  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  New  Church.”  It  will  not  be  necessary  for  us  to  enter 
here  into  the  particulars  of  this  plan,  nor  to  show  in  what  respects  we 
regarded  them  as  disorderly;  as  little  as  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to 
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endeavor  to  set  forth  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  particular  teachings  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  church  upon  this  subject.  Far  abler  hands  than 
ours  have  undertaken  this  task,  and  to  them  we  leave  it.  It  will  be 
sufficient  for  us  to  state,  that  the  principles  and  views  which  we  saw 
embodied  in  the  plan  of  a  temple  proposed  by  the  committee,  and  which 
the  members  of  that  committee  acknowledged  and  avowed  as  their 
principles  and  views,  and  as  being  in  their  minds  in  connection  with 
the  building  of  the  temple,  were  a  denial  of  that  which  we  have  shown 
to  be  the  doctrine  of  the  church  in  regard  to  the  ministry,  and  a  repu¬ 
diation  of  the  whole  doctrine  of  representatives  as  having  any  bearing 
upon  the  externals  of  New  Church  worship,  either  in  regard  to  priests, 
rituals,  or  temples.'  These  are  the  questions  at  issue  between  us,  and 
not  any  personal  or  private  matters.  And  it  is  upon  these  questions, 
that  we  are  not  only  willing  to  have  the  matter  brought  before  the 
whole  church,  for  its  judgment,  but  that  we  have  also  adopted  measures 
for  so  bringing  it  forward ;  because  we  regard  the  decision  of  these  ques- 
stions  of  vital  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  Lord’s  New  Church. 

When  we  sent  in  our  refusal  to  lay  the  corner-stone,  for  the  reasons 
stated,  and  afterwards  attended  a  meeting  of  the  society,  which  was 
called  to  consider  what  was  best  to  be  done  under  the  circumstances,  we 
fully  expected  to  find  ourselves  standing  almost  alone,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  whole  society.  Great  was  our  surprise,  therefore,  and  most  agree¬ 
able  our  disappointment,  to  discover,  upon  making  a  statement  of  our 
position,  and  asking  the  society  to  declare  itself  openly  in  regard  to  it, 
that  a  majority  of  that  meeting  saw  some  reason  in  what  we  advanced, 
and  was  willing  to  take  time  for  its  examination.  And  it  was  this 
state  of  a  portion  of  the  society,  which  induced  us  to  postpone  still  fur¬ 
ther  our  intended  resignation.  We  had  then  still  a  duty  to  perform; 
for  there  were  a  few  left,  who  desired  to  hear  “the  doctrine”  which  we 
were  appointed  to  teach.  Although  our  own  inclinations  prompted 
strongly  to  a  withdrawal  from  the  controversy  which  seemed  to  impend, 
we  were  bound  to  resist  them,  and  came  to  the  subsequent  meeting  of 
the  society  prepared  to  show,  from  the  Word  and  writings  of  the  church, 
the  ground  upon  which  we  stood,  and  upon  which  we  based  our  refusal 
to  lay  the  corner-stone.  We  did  not  acknowledge  any  right  on  their 
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part  to  demand  of  us  a  compliance  with  their  wishes,  but  we  did  ac¬ 
knowledge  their  right  to  ask  and  to  know  our  reasons  for  refusing  to 
perform  for  them  an  act  which  belonged  to  the  duties  of  our  office. 
We  did  not  acknowledge  their  right  to  teach  us  the  doctrines  of  the 
church,  but  we  did  acknowledge  their  right  to  hear  and  judge  of  the 
doctrines  which  we  taught,  whether  they  were  true  or  not.  But,  when  we 
came  to  that  meeting,  our  mouth  and  the  ears  of  those  who  had  desired 
to  hear,  were  violently  closed,  by  the  report  of  an  act  of  most  arbitrary 
usurpation,  which  not  only  aimed  a  deadly  blow  at  the  life  of  our  use, 
but  also  destroyed  the  freedom  of  the  society.  It  was  no  longer  per¬ 
mitted  to  think  and  act  for  itself ;  but  had  either  to  submit  to  the  dic¬ 
tation  of  its  radical  leaders,  or  seek  relief  in  dismemberment  and  dis¬ 
union.  And  we  cannot  for  one  moment  see,  how  any  member  of  this 
society,  who  believes  in  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church,  who  believes 
that  they  “prescribe  the  worship”  of  that  church,  which  worship  is 
both  internal  and  external,  can  do  aught  else  than  adopt  the  second 
alternative.  The  false  principle,  which  so  clearly  manifests  its  charac¬ 
ter  in  the  arbitrary  and  unjustifiable  means  adopted  for  its  ultimation, 
and  in  the  nature  of  that  ultimation,  must  lie  at  the  very  foundation  of 
the  whole  work.  It  is  fixed  in  the  corner-stone,  and  from  that  it  is 
fixed  in  every  other  stone  of  the  whole  building.  It  is  in  the  idea  of 
it,  and  in  the  form  of  it;  it  speaks  from  the  very  face  of  it,  and  sheds 
its  darkness  upon  the  crown  of  it.  As  a  first  and  ruling  universal 
principle,  it  has  entered  into  all  the  principiates  flowing  from  it,  and 
rests,  as  in  its  ultimate,  continent  and  basis,  in  that  outward  corre¬ 
spondent  of  itself,  with  its  corner-stone  in  the  north-west  angle,  its 
walls  part  of  stone  and  part  of  brick,  its  southern  wall  a  party  one 
with  a  mere  secular  building,  &c.,  which  it  has  reared  as  a  sad  memo¬ 
rial,  before  the  eyes  of  the  church,  of  the  melancholy  fact,  that  even 
an  old  society  may  fall  in  those  temptations  into  which  it  is  permitted 
societies  of  the  church  to  come,  in  the  Divine  Providence,  for  the  deve¬ 
lopment  of  their  interiors  and  the  advancement  of  their  spiritual  life. 

"VVe  have  been  told,  that,  in  this  matter,  our  judgment  is  harsh  and 
unjust;  that  there  are  many  in  the  society  who  do  not  agree  in  princi¬ 
ple  with  the  leaders,  and  who  are  really  seeking  the  good  of  the  church. 
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We  believe  this  to  be  so;  and  we  do  not  judge  the  motives  of  any;  but 
we  say  that  a  wrong  has  been  done  to  the  church,  in  consequence  of 
the  cherished  existence  of  certain  false  principles,  and  their  coming 
forth  into  active  operation ;  and  that  not  only  those  who  hold  these 
principles,  but  also  those  who  give  aid,  support,  comfort  and  counte¬ 
nance  to  them  and  their  acts,  are  doing  what  is  “contrary  to  our  hea¬ 
venly  doctrines,  subversive  of  all  true  order,  and  destructive  of  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  New  Church.”  This  view  is  based  upon  a  principle  clearly 
recognized  by  the  common  sense  and  laws  of  all  civilized  nations.  The 
abettor  of  treason,  is  held  amenable  to  law,  as  well  as  the  traitor  him¬ 
self.  If  these  parties  in  the  society  do  not  approve  of  the  principles  of 
their  leaders,  how  can  they  encourage  and  sustain  them  in  the  ultima- 
tion  of  them?  If  they  would  not  be  looked  upon  as  participating  in 
their  acts,  why  do  they  not  repudiate  them  ?  It  will  not  do  for  them 
to  tell  us,  that  we  judge  them  harshly,  for  their  own  conduct  judges 
them;  if  they  have  other  colors,  under  which  they  sail,  let  them  be 
displayed. 

And  what  we  say  to  them,  we  say  to  all  to  whom  this  publication 
may  come.  We  lay  this  matter  before  the  church,  in  order  that  it 
may  know  the  truth,  not  particularly  in  respect  to  the  course  of  the 
First  Society  of  this  city,  but  generally  in  regard  to  the  principles 
which  have  moved  that  course,  and  which  are  active  also  in  other  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  church;  and,  knowing  it,  may  declare  itself  in  regard  to 
matters  which  are  of  such  vital  importance  to  its  welfare. 

We  have  written  somewhat  concerning  ourselves  in  the  preceding 
pages,  not  because  we  desired  to  be  personally  prominent  in  the  matter, 
but  because  we  knew  of  no  better  way  to  meet  that  accusation  which 
has  so  often  been  brought,  to  the  damage  of  our  sacred  office,  “  that  the 
ministers  are  the  cause  of  all  the  difficulties  in  the  church;  and  that,  if 
it  were  not  for  them,  things  would  move  on  smoothly  and  well.”  We 
have  shown  that  this  accusation  has  as  little  foundation  in  the  present, 
as  in  most  other  cases ;  and  that  the  true  cause  of  the  difficulty  lies  in 
the  activity  of  certain  false  principles  and  views,  as  to  church  order  and 
government,  held  and  taught  chiefly  by  laymen ,  and  the  necessary 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  ministers  to  show  their  falsity,  and  to  teach 
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true  doctrine,  for  the  preservation  of  “that  order,  for  the  sake  of  which 
the  priesthood  is  established.”  (H.  D.  318.)  What  harmony  there 
would  be  in  a  body  of  the  church  without  a  head,  may  readily  be  judged 
from  the  harmony  which  exists  in  some  bodies  with  a  head,  or  at  least 
with  an  apparent  head.  When  the  members  declare  themselves  inde¬ 
pendent  of  their  head,  which  is  of  divine  appointment,  will  they  submit 
to  one  which  is  of  their  own  appointment?  Let  them  see  to  it,  that 
they  come  not  into  the  case  of  the  people  of  Israel,  as  recorded  in  1 
Samuel,  viii,  4—18;  and  that,  whilst  rejecting  him  who  is  sent,  they 
do  not  reject  the  Lord  who  sends. 

In  this  sermon  we  offer  our  resignation  of  the  pastoral  office  of  the 
First  Society,  and  give  our  reasons  therefor.  To  the  question  why  we 
made  so  public  a  statement  of  our  reasons,  and  did  not  confine  it  to 
some  one  of  the  private  or  business  meetings  of  the  society, — usually 
attended  by  a  very  small  minority  of  its  worshiping  members, — which 
might  appear  to  have  been  the  proper  course  for  us  to  pursue ;  we  reply, 
that  we  acted  in  this  matter  under  the  advice  of  that  elder  and  superior 
brother  in  the  ministry,  who  was  the  instrument  of  our  induction  into 
the  ministerial  office,  and  who  warned  us  of  the  possibility  of  a  similar 
fate  of  any  private  resignation  of  ours,  to  that  which  befel  his,  some 
years  ago,  when  made  to  the  same  society.  His  resignation  never 
reached  the  congregation, — or  at  least  his  reasons  for  resigning,  and 
the  grounds  of  the  necessity  of  his  leaving  the  society,  did  not, — so  that 
many  of  the  members  have  remained  in  ignorance  thereof  to  this  day, 
and  he  was  subjected  to  their  cruel  reproaches  for  having  abandoned 
them.  We  determined  to  avoid  any  such  possible  fate  of  our  reasons, 
by  making  our  resignation  so  public,  that  the  congregation  of  worship¬ 
ers,  in  whose  presence  we  had  been  solemnly  inducted  into  our  sacred 
office,  might  clearly  see,  and  unequivocally  understand,  the  grounds  of 
our  action  in  ceasing  to  minister  our  sacred  functions  to  them — who 
were  entitled  to  this  regard,  on  account  of  their  liberal  contributions  to 
our  support,  and  on  account  of  their  having  been,  some  of  them,  brought 
by  our  instrumentality  into  the  church  at  large,  although  they  were 
not  acting  members  of  this  particular  society. 

It  is  with  these  prefatory  remarks  that  we  give  our  sermon  to  the 
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New  Church  public,  and  appeal  to  it  to  judge  of  the  questions  at  issue, 
upon  the  ground  of  the  principles  on  which  we  stand  and  from  which 
we  have  endeavored  to  act,  and  not  on  the  ground  of  the  motives  which 
our  opponents  have  ascribed  to  us.*  Much  misrepresentation  has  gone 
forth  in  regard  to  the  sermon;  and  we  therefore  publish  it  as  it  was 
delivered ,  although  we  could  have  wished  to  introduce  various  altera¬ 
tions  and  improvements.  We  ask  this  judgment,  not  for  ourselves,  but 
for  the  sake  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged;  for  the  sake  of  the 
truth;  for  the  sake  of  the  Lord’s  church;  for  the  sake  of  the  salvation 
of  souls  through  the  church.  For  we  do  verily  believe,  that,  if  the 
principles  which  have  ruled  here  are  suffered  to  rule  elsewhere,  the 
whole  church  will  become  disorganized,  inasmuch  as  these  principles 
strike  at  the  very  root  of  her  existence  on  earth,  and  are  directed 
against  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  her  order.  And  we  think  that 
the  time  has  come  for  the  members  of  the  New  Church  to  look  seri¬ 
ously  and  prayerfully  into  this  matter,  in  the  light  of  the  descending 
New  Jerusalem,  and  to  declare  themselves,  either  for  or  against;  so  that 
it  may  be  known  where  we  stand,  what  we  are,  and  what  we  are  to  do. 
Are  we  Newchurchmen,  or  are  we  not?  Have  we  doctrine  for  the 
New  Church,  or  have  we  not?  Do  we  acknowledge  the  full  authority 
of  the  writings  of  Swedenborg,  or  do  we  not?  Do  we  receive  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  order  taught  in  those  writings,  or  do  we  not  ?  Do  we  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  Lord  in  the  whole  of  his  second  advent  into  the  world,  or  do 
we  not?  Is  the  church  the  medium  of  his  coming,  or  is  it  not?  Are 
her  truths  the  means  of  her  establishment,  and  thus  of  his  coming, 
or  are  they  not?  Do  we,  when  we  receive  the  truths  of  his  church, 
receive  him  at  his  coming,  or  do  we  not?  Do  we,  when  we  deny  those 

*  Many  things  have  been  said  concerning  our  action  in  connection  with  the 
building  of  the  temple  for  the  First  Society,  which  are  altogether  untrue  in  the 
manner  of  their  statement,  and  in  the  impressions  which  they  make  upon  the 
minds  of  them  who  hear  them ;  and  many  other  things  have  been  said,  which 
have  no  foundation  whatever  in  truth.  Without  giving  a  particular  denial  of 
each  of  these  statements,  we  will  simply  refer  those  who  have  originated,  or  who 
have  been  engaged  in  circulating  them,  to  a  portion  of  the  Divine  Word,  which 
they  would  appear  either  to  have  forgotten,  or  never  to  have  read.  It  is  found 
in  Exodus,  xx,  16,  and  is  the  eighth  commandment  of  the  Decalogue — “Thou 
shall  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neighbor." 
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truths,  deny  him  in  his  coming,  or  do  we  not?  These  are  momentous 
questions.  We  appeal  to  the  church  to  consider  and  to  answer  them. 
We  have  no  doubts  or  fears  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  answer  which 
will  be  returned  to  them.  The  New  Church  is  the  Lord’s  church,  and 
he  will  protect  her  truths.  But  we  would  have  the  answer  out-spoken, 
and  this  with  “no  uncertain  sound” ;  so  that  the  world  may  hear,  and 
know,  and  see  in  our  life  and  acts,  that  we  have  truth,  that  we  have 
order,  and  that  they  are  the  Lord’s  and  not  man’s. 
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“  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house ,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build 
it:  except  the  Lord  keep  [guard)  the  city ,  the  watchman 
waketh  in  vain." 

“I  will  sing  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  for  ever;  with  my 
mouth  will  I  make  known  thy  faithfulness  (truth)  to  all  genera¬ 
tions.  For  I  have  said,  Mercy  shall  be  built  up  for  ever;  thy 
faithfulness  (truth)  shalt  thou  establish  in  the  very  heavens.  I 
have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chosen,  I  have  sworn  unto  David 
my  servant,  Thy  seed  will  I  establish  for  ever,  and  build  up  thy 
throne  to  all  generations.  Selah.  And  the  heavens  shall  praise 
thy  wonders,  0  Lord;  thy  faithfulness  also  in  the  congregation 
of  the  saints.  For  who  in  the  heaven  can  be  compared  unto  the 
Lord?  who  among  the  sons  of  the  mighty  can  be  likened  unto 
the  Lord?  God  is  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  assembly  of  the 
saints,  and  to  be  had  in  reverence  of  all  them  that  are  about 
him.  0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  who  is  a  strong  Lord  like  unto 
thee?  or  to  thy  faithfulness  (truth)  round  about  thee?  Thou 
rulest  the  raging  of  the  sea ;  when  the  waves  thereof  arise,  thou 
stillest  them.  Thou  hast  broken  Rahab  in  pieces,  as  one  that  is 
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slain :  thou  hast  scattered  thine  enemies  with  thy  strong  arm. 
The  heavens  are  thine,  the  earth  also  is  thine:  as  for  the  world, 
and  the  fulness  thereof,  thou  hast  founded  them.  The  north 
and  the  south,  thou  hast  created  them ;  Tabor  and  Hermon  shall 
rejoice  in  thy  name.  Thou  hast  a  mighty  arm :  strong  is  thy 
hand,  high  is  thy  right  hand.  Justice  and  judgment  are  the 
habitation  of  thy  throne :  mercy  and  truth  shall  go  before  thy 
race. 

The  Lord  is  all  divine  truth,  and  all  divine  truth  is  from  him. 
Through  his  humanity,  which  is  one  with  his  divinity,  he  sends 
forth  his  divine  truth,  to  perform  his  work  of  redeeming  and 
saving  the  souls  of  men :  for  therein  has  he  omnipotence  in  the 
hells,  as  in  the  heavens — descending  therewith  into  the  lowest 
deeps  of  the  former,  to  conquer  and  to  subdue;  and  flowing 
into  the  whole  height  and  expanse  of  the  latter,  to  order  and  to 
arrange  for  the  fulness  and  glory  of  his  coming  and  presence. 
All  things  of  heaven  and  the  church  are  from  him,  and  from 
him  alone;  for  “the  heavens  are  thine,  the  earth  also  is  thine.” 

He  is  love,  he  is  Avisdom,  he  is  life,  he  is  existence;  and  there 
is  no  love,  no  wisdom,  no  life,  no  existence,  which  is  not  from 
him.  There  is  none  good,  save  God;  there  is  none  true,  save 
God :  if  there  be  any  good  thing,  or  any  true  thing,  it  is  his, 
Avhether  that  thing  be  “in  the  heavens  above,  or  in  the  earth 
beneath,  or  in  the  waters  under  the  earth.”  Whatsoever  is  not 
of  him,  but  of  man,  is  neither  good  nor  true:  it  is  evil  and  false; 
for  man,  of  himself,  is  nothing  but  what  is  evil  and  false.  If 
good  is  to  be  done  by  man,  it  must  be  from  the  Lord,  operating- 
in  him  by  his  truth,  Avhich  operation  can  result  only  from  man’s 
looking  to  him  for  instruction  and  knowledge  as  to  what  good  is, 
and  how  it  is  to  be  done,  and  from  his  opening  himself  to  the 
reception  of  the  true  principles  of  life,  which  shall  Aoav  down 
through  his  heavens  into  his  earth,  and  make  both  his  heavens 
and  his  earth  to  be  the  Lord’s.  If  men  look  not  to.  him,  and  to 
him  alone,  but  rely  upon  their  own  intelligence  and  wisdom  to 
do  good,  “they  trust  in  a  staff  of  a  broken  reed — on  Egypt; 
whereon  if  a  man  lean,  it  will  go  into  his  hand,  and  pierce 
it.”  Therefore  does  he  say  in  the  text,  “Except  the  Lord  build 
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the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it ;  except  the  Lord  keep 
the  city,  the  watchman  waketh  in  vain.” 

11  All  things  of  the  church  are  from  the  Lord,  and  nothing 
from  man  A  The  goodness  of  life,  the  charity,  wherein  man 
shall  spiritually  dwell,  as  in  his  house,  and  which  is  the  house 
and  home  of  his  spiritual  life, — it  being  that  life  itself,  as  it  is 
also  the  church  with  him  and  in  him, — is  the  Lord’s  work,  and 
not  man’s.  It  is  that  form  of  his  internal  character,  which  has 
been  built  up  of  truths  received  from  the  Lord,  by  which 
truths  the  Lord  has  instructed  the  external  man  in  the  intelli¬ 
gence  and  wisdom  that  have  determined  and  guided  his  words 
and  actions,  wherein  is  the  ultimate  and  full  dwelling-place  of 
his  spirit.  This  goodness  of  life,  or  charity,  is  the  church  in 
man;  it  is  the  Lord's  church  in  man;  and  the  Lord's  church  is 
begun  by  truths  from  him,  and  increases,  grows,  is  built  up  by 
truths  from  him ;  for  goodness  can  only  increase  and  grow  by 
the  truths  which  teach  it,  lead  to  it,  and  are  the  power  of  God 
in  doing  it  and  establishing  it  in  the  life.  The  true  church  of 
the  Lord  with  man  is  the  union  of  goodness  and  truth  in  his  life, 
and  this  union  is  effected  and  perfected  by  the  ultimation  of  the 
principles  of  charity,  as  they  are  laid  down  and  taught  in  the 
Word,  which  is  divine  truth,  and  in  the  doctrines  of  the  church, 
which  are  divine  truths,  from  the  Word,  prepared  for  and  accom¬ 
modated  to  the  receptive  states  of  the  human  mind.  As  charity 
is  the  essence  or  life  of  this  church,  so  is  faith  its  form  or  exist¬ 
ence.  These  two,  as  our  doctrines  teach,  cannot  be  separated 
without  a  mutual  destruction,  as  little  as  they  can  exist  except 
by  their  being  brought  together  and  united  in  the  word  and 
deed  which  fully  and  truly  correspond  to  and  represent  their 
nature  and  quality.  They  are  the  end  and  cause  of  the  church 
with  man ;  and  the  end  and  cause  are  nothing,  unless  they  be 
together  in  an  effect ,  flowing  from  and  produced  by  them.  But 
charity  and  faith,  goodness  and  truth,  are  from  the  Lord — they 
are  the  Lord’s  ;  and  when  they  produce  their  legitimate  effect , 
then  is  that  effect  the  Lord’s  also ;  for  it  is  the  ultimate,  conti¬ 
nent,  basis  and  firmament  of  his  divine  love  of  saving  souls, 
‘■'built  up ”  by  the  operations  of  his  divine  wisdom,  in  doing  the 
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work  of  giving  intelligence  and  wisdom  to  human  understandings, 
for  their  guidance  into  the  life  of  truth  and  good.  Now  this 
effect ,  or  the  life  of  truth  and  good,  or  the  church,  as  it  is  the 
Lord's ,  cannot  be  man's;  and,  since  man  is  nothing  but  evil  and 
falsity,  so  far  as  he  himself  is  in  his  life,  that  is,  so  far  as  his 
own  love  and  intelligence  are  acted  out  in  his  life,  so  far  are 
truth  and  good,  the  church,  the  Lord,  not  in  him — “ Except  the 
Lord  build  the  house ,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it." 

Man’s  own  intelligence,  so  far  from  building  up  the  church, 
can  only  prevent  its  growth  and  destroy  its  existence;  for  it 
is  the  intelligence  of  what  is  false,  and  entirely  opposed  to  the 
very  life  of  heaven  and  the  church.  And  just  as  little  can 
that  intelligence  “  guard  the  city"  protect,  defend,  keep  pure 
and  undefiled,  the  doctrines  of  the  church  and  religion;  for, 
being  opposed  to  them,  it  must  necessarily  draw  them  down  and 
submerge  them  in  the  floods  of  its  own  falsities,  perverting  them 
to  the  evil  purposes  of  that  will  of  which  it  is  the  active  agent, 
and  taking  from  them  the  power  of  God  to  work  out  their  holy 
uses  in  the  salvation  of  souls. 

“  The  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain"  when  seated  on  the 
tower  of  his  self-derived  intelligence ;  for,  though  lifted  up  in 
his  self-conceit,  lie  can  only  look  down  into  the  hollow  and  dark¬ 
ened  depths  of  his  tower,  and  can  behold  neither  the  stars  above 
him,  nor  the  earth  around  him.  “His  watchmen  are  blind: 
they  are  all  ignorant ;  they  are  all  dumb  dogs ;  they  cannot  bark 
— sleeping,  lying  down,  loving  to  slumber.”  Without  intelli¬ 
gence  and  wisdom  derived  continually  from  the  Lord,  through 
his  Word  and  the  doctrines  of  his  church,  man  cannot  remain  in 
the  truth,  nor  by  the  truth  be  led  to  good — “  Except  the,  Lord 
guard  the  city ,  the  watchman  waketh  in  vain." 

What  our  text  teaches,  therefore,  is,  that  “all  things  of  the 
church  are  from  the  Lord ,  and  nothing  from  man."  This  is  the 
law  and  the  testimony — all  things  of  the  church  are  from  the 
Lord.  Now  what  is  the  testimony,  in  regard  to  a  church,  which 
we  have  received  in  those  writings  for  the  New  Jerusalem  that 
have  been  given  to  us  as  authoritative  expositions  of  his  Divine 
Word  and  Law?  In  A.  C.  6587,  it  is  thus  said:  “A  church,  in 
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order  to  be  a  church,  must  be  internal  and  external;  for  there 
are  those  who  are  in  the  internal  of  the  church,  and  there  are 
those  who  are  in  its  external :  the  former  are  few,  but  the  latter 
are  numerous.  Nevertheless,  where  the  internal  church  is,  the 
external  must  be  also ;  for  the  internal  of  the  church  cannot  be 
separated  from  its  external :  and  also,  where  the  external  church 
i3,  the  internal  must  be  also. — The  internal  of  the  church  con¬ 
sists  in  whiling  wrhat  is  good  from  the  heart,  and  in  being  affected 
with  what  is  good;  and  the  external  consists  in  doing  v'hat  is 
good,  and  this  according  to  the  truth  of  faith,  which  is  known 
from  good.  But  the  external  church  consists  in  the  holy  per¬ 
formance  of  rituals ,  and  in  doing  the  works  of  charity  according 
to  the  precepts  of  the  church.”  Again,  A.  C.  1083:  “No  church 
can  exist,  unless  it  is  both  internal  and  external — the  former 
being  as  something  indeterminate,  unless  manifesting  itself  by 
appropriate  external  ordinances :  for,  as  the  generality  of  man¬ 
kind  are  unacquainted  with  the  internal  man  and  his  properties, 
the  nature  of  holiness  wTould  remain  unknown,  unless  there  were 
external  worship.  Those  who  are  in  charity,  and  whose  con¬ 
science  is  derived  from  charity,  are  in  internal  worship  whilst 
they  are  engaged  in  the  exercises  of  external  worship ;  for  the 
Lord  operates  on  their  charity,  and  on  their  conscience,  and 
causes  all  their  worship  [external  as  well  as  internal]  to  partake 
of  an  internal  quality.” 

If  then,  according  to  this  teaching,  the  church  is  both  internal 
and  external,  and  if,  according  to  the  text,  all  things  of  the  church 
are  from  the  Lord,  and  nothing  from  man,  it  follows,  that  all 
things  of  the  external  church,  which  are  rituals  and  ordinances , 
constituting  external  worship,  are  from  the  Lord,  and  nothing 
from  man — as  well  as  all  things  of  the  internal  church,  which  are 
the  willing  and  doing  good,  and  living  in  true  internal  charity 
or  neighborly  love. 

But  what  are  the  things  of  worship,  here  spoken*  of  as  rituals 
and  ordinances  ?  In  the  Doctrine  of  Charity,  100-104,  we  are 
thus  instructed:  “All  things  of  worship  are  externals  of  the  body 
and  externals  of  the  mind.  The  externals  of  the  body  are  made 
up  of  acts  and  words ;  and  the  externals  of  the  mind  are  the 
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things  done  in  will  and  thought,  which  cohere  with  the  externals 
of  the  body.  The  externals  of  the  body  which  belong  to  wor¬ 
ship  are,  1.  Going  to  church:  2.  Hearing  sermons:  3.  De¬ 
voutly  singing,  and  praying  on  the  knees :  4.  Taking  the  sacra¬ 
ment  of  the  supper.  At  home  also;  1.  Morning  and  evening 
prayer,  and  prayer  at  meals :  2.  Conversing  on  charity  and 
faith,  on  God,  heaven,  eternal  life  and  salvation:  3.  And,  in 
the  case  of  priests,  preaching  also,  and  private  instruction :  4. 
And,  in  the  case  of  every  man,  communicating  free  and  sincere 
instruction  on  religious  matters:  5.  Reading  the  Word  and 
pious  and  instructive  books.  The  externals  of  the  mind  which 
belong  to  worship  are,  1.  Thinking  and  meditating  on  God, 
heaven,  life  eternal  and  salvation :  2.  Reflecting  on  the  thoughts 
and  intentions,  as  to  whether  they  are  evil  or  good;  and  that 
the  evil  ones  are  from  the  devil,  and  the  good  from  God:  3. 
Rejecting  all  impious,  obscene  and  filthy  conversation:  4.  There 
are  affections,  as  well  as  thoughts,  which  come  to  the  sight  and 
sense  of  man.  These  things  are  called  the  externals  of  the  mind, 
from  their  cohering  and  uniting  themselves  with  the  externals 
of  the  body.” 

AH  these  things,  therefore,  of  the  external  church,  are  f  rom 
the  Lord ,  and  nothing  from  man ;  and  indeed,  as  we  are  else¬ 
where  taught,  they  are  so,  in  order  that  they  may  serve  as  means 
for  the  establishment  of  the  internal  church ;  inasmuch  as  man, 
“whilst  in  the  process  of  regeneration,  is  led  from  externals,  yea 
by  means  of  externals,  into  internals”  (A.  C.  1083);  and  be¬ 
cause  “all  of  the  understanding  and  will  is  to  be  formed  by  the 
external  before  it  is  formed  by  the  internal”  (D.  P.  136);  and 
because,  “by  external  worship,  things  internal  are  excited;  and, 
by  external  worship,  things  external  are  kept  in  a  state  of  sanc¬ 
tity,  so  that  internal  things  can  enter  by  influx.”  (A.  C.  1618.) 
These  external  things  of  worship,  being  necessary  to  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  internal,  are  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  church ; 
and  because  they  ar &  from  the  Lord ,  if  they  are  to  have  an  ex¬ 
istence  in  human  lives,  they  must  be  ordered  and  arranged  by 
him,  or,  in  other  words,  according  to  the  teachings  of  his  divine 
truth  in  the  Word  and  doctrines  of  the  church — “For  the  hca- 
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vens  are  thine;  the  earth  also  is  thine:”  and  “Except  the 
Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it.” 

If  then,  we,  either  as  individuals  or  as  societies,  would  have 
our  earths  and  our  heavens  to  be  his — if  we  would  have  the 
church  internal  and  external  formed  in  us — we  must  go  to  him 
— to  the  teachings  of  his  truth — for  intelligence  and  wisdom 
concerning  those  things  which  are  of  the  church:  and  if  we  do 
not  thus  go  to  him,  then  do  we  go  to  ourselves ;  and  instead  of 
“building  up  the  house”  of  a  divine  and  holy  worship  of  the  one 
only  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  we  shall  rear  the  filthy  and 
idolatrous  altars  of  a  self-worship,  and  build  up  our  house  of 
man-made  truths,  which  are  mere  falsities ;  instead  of  laying,  as 
the  corner-stone  of  our  temple,  the  great  and  fundamental  truth 
of  his  divine  humanity — we  shall  pass  it  by  with  an  open  or 
silent  rejection,  and  put  in  its  place  some  wretched  outbirth  of 
our  own  uncircumcised  pride  of  self-derived  intelligence. 

Inquiring  then  of  the  Lord,  in  those  writings  which  he  has 
given  for  the  use  of  his  new  church,  we  learn,  as  before,  that  a 
church,  in  order  to  be  a  church,  must  be  both  internal  and  ex¬ 
ternal  ;  and  that  the  external,  by  means  of  which  the  internal  is 
formed,  consists  of  ordinances,  rituals  and  various  ceremonial 
observances.  Now,  “as  to  what  concerns  the  order,  according 
to  which  God  has  established  his  church,  it  is  this — that  he 
should  be  all  and  all,  both  generally  and  particularly,  therein ; 
and  that  the  laws  of  order  should  be  practised  by  every  man  to¬ 
wards  his  neighbor.  The  laws  of  this  order  are  as  various  as 
the  truths  contained  in  the  Word — the  laws  relating  to  God 
forming  the  head  of  the  church,  those  relating  to  a  man’s  neigh¬ 
bor  forming  the  body,  and  ceremonial  laws  forming  the  dress ; 
for  unless  these  latter  contained  and  preserved  the  former  in 
their  order,  it  would  be  as  if  the  body  were  stripped  naked,  and 
exposed  to  the  summer’s  heat  and  winter’s  cold;  or  as  if  a  tem¬ 
ple  should  be  bared  of  its  walls  and  roof,  so  as  to  expose  the 
altar,  the  pulpit,  and  other  holy  parts  within,  to  the  violence  of 
every  storm  and  tempest.”  (T.  C.  R.  55.)  Ceremonial  laws,  there¬ 
fore,  are  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  church,  because  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  preservation  of  its  “  internal  principles  in  their  order." 
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But  ceremonial  laAvs  and  observances  require  houses ,  wherein 
they  may  be  administered,  and  men ,  who  may  administer  them. 
Hence  must  there  be  temples,  or  churches,  and  priests,  or  minis¬ 
ters.  That  these  are  required  by  the  laws  of  divine  order,  may 
be  seen  from  the  abundant  instructions  given  in  the  Word  to  the 
Jewish  church,  in  respect  to  the  building  of  their  temple,  and  the 
ordering  of  their  priesthood;  from  the  revealed  fact,  that  there 
are  temples,  and  external  worship,  and  preachers,  in  the  heavens ; 
from  the  teaching  of  the  doctrines  concerning  the  particulars  of 
external  worship ;  and  from  the  particular  instruction  concerning 
ecclesiastical  government  given  in  the  N.  J.  and  its  H.  D.,  311 
to  319,  and  in  the  Arcana  Coelestia,  where  it  is  said,  that  “go¬ 
vernors  appointed  over  those  things  among  men  which  relate  to 
heaven,  or  ecclesiastical  affairs,  are  called  priests,  and  their  office 
is  called  priesthood,”  and  where  their  duty  is  defined  to  be  that 
of  “teaching  men  the  way  to  heaven,  and  likewise  leading  them 
therein,” — that  is,  teaching  the  laws  of  order  which  relate  to 
God  and  form  the  head  of  the  church,  together  with  the  laws 
which  relate  to  a  man’s  neighbor  and  form  the  body  of  the  church, 
and  also  the  ceremonial  laws  which  form  its  dress, — with  other 
things  which  may  be  read  by  those  who  are  desirous  of  knowing : 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  duties  of  the  priesthood  have  re¬ 
ference  to  the  whole  of  the  church — its  head,  its  body  and  its 
dress — to  the  whole  of  its  external,  as  well  as  the  whole  of  its 
internal.  These  things — because  they  are  of  the  church — are 
from  the  Lord,  and  not  from  man.  If  then  we  wTould  know  how 
they  are  to  be  regarded  and  ordered,  we  must  go  to  him  for  in¬ 
struction,  so  that  we  may  acknowledge  him  in  all  the  things  which 
are  from  him,  and  not  reject  and  deny  him  by  a  rejection  and 
denial  of  that  which  is  from  him.  And  how  does  he  teach  that 
we  shall  regard  them?  In  the  T.  C.  R.,  we  are  told  that  there 
are  holy  parts  within  the  temple,  such  as  the  altar  and  the  pul¬ 
pit;  and  in  A.  C.  3670,  that  the  office  of  the  priesthood  is  sacred. 
And  why  are  they  holy  ?  Is  it  because  of  the  material  or  shape 
of  the  altar,  or  because  of  the  person  of  the  priest  ?  Assuredly 
not :  but  because  they  represent  Him  who  is  holy ;  and  because, 
when  they  are  employed  for  or  in  the  performance  of  their  use, 
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they  perform  holy  uses,  as  divinely  appointed  means  for  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  human  souls,  and  thus  also  represent  the  Lord  in  Ms 
work  of  saving  souls.  That  the  altar  represents  the  Lord,  and 
the  pulpit  the  priesthood  and  preaching — thus  also  the  Lord 
subordinately,  in  the  ministration  of  truth — may  be  seen  abun¬ 
dantly  in  the  Arcana  Coelestia;  and  that  the  priesthood  repre¬ 
sents  the  Lord,  will  be  plain  from  this  one  extract :  “  The  same 
may  appear  from  the  representatives  which  exist  even  at  this  day. 
For  all  kings,  whosoever  they  are,  and  of  whatsoever  quality  they 
may  be,  represent  the  Lord,  by  virtue  of  the  principle  of  royalty 
appertaining  to  them.  In  like  manner,  all  priests,  whosoever 
they  are,  and  of  whatsoever  quality  they  may  be,  have  a  similar 
representation,  by  virtue  of  the  priestly  principle.  The  function 
of  royalty,  and  the  priestly  function,  are  holy,  whatsoever  may 
be  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  person  who  ministers  therein. 
Hence  it  is,  that  the  Word  taught  by  a  wicked  person,  is  alike 
holy  as  when  taught  by  a  good  person,  and  also  the  sacraments 
of  baptism,  the  holy  supper,  and  the  like.” 

This  we  take  to  be  a  most  clear  and  explicit  teaching  concern¬ 
ing  the  representative  character  of  the  priestly  office,  which  can¬ 
not,  even  in  the  slightest  degree,  be  touched  by  the  objection, 
which  is  raised  by  professing  members  of  the  church,  on  the 
ground  of  certain  passages  of  the  writings,  wherein  it  is  said, 
that  representatives  were  abrogated  at  the  Lord’s  coming  into 
the  world.  For,  apart  from  the  reply  to  that  objection,  which 
can  be  abundantly  verified  from  the  writings,  that  that  abroga¬ 
tion  has  reference  only  to  the  mere  external  representatives 
adopted  in  the  Jewish  ritual,  by  a  divine  accommodation  to  the 
external  and  sensual  states  of  that  people ;  it  is  clear,  that  the 
representative  character  of  the  priesthood  rests  upon  the  very 
nature  of  the  office — -which  is  representative  by  virtue  of  the 
priestly  principle — which,  with  all  that  belongs  to  it  essentially, 
was  not  and  could  not  be  abrogated,  at  the  Lord’s  coming,  with¬ 
out  an  abrogation  of  the  very  work  and  its  effects,  for  which  he 
came,  namely,  the  salvation  of  human  souls — of  which  work,  the 
uses  and  functions  of  the  priestly  office  are  the  representative 
even  at  this  day.  Moreover,  it  is  further  confirmed  by  this  con- 
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sideration,  which  we  offer  in  regard  to  the  representative  nature 
of  the  altar  and  the  temple  which  contains  the  altar. 

The  altar  is  for  the  performance  of  the  sacrament  of  the  sup¬ 
per,  which  is  the  most  holy  act  of  divine  worship,  and  which, 
with  baptism,  as  we  are  taught  in  T.  C.  R.  670,  is  that  represen¬ 
tative  which  contains  in  one  complex  whatever  relates  to  the  in¬ 
ternal  church.  If  now,  baptism  and  the  holy  supper  are  repre¬ 
sentative  rites  of  worship,  of  a  character  entirely  like  those  of 
the  Jewish  church,  and  if  they  are  the  most  holy  and  therefore 
principal  acts  of  divine  worship,  then  is  their  administration  and 
their  administrator  also  representative,  together  with  all  else  that 
is  requisite  for  their  administration.  As  first  principles,  they 
must  flow  into  and  communicate  their  quality  to  all  the  subordi¬ 
nate  principles  and  forms,  which  are  needed  to  bring  them  forth 
with  the  fulness  and  power  of  their  existence  and  operations. 
Without  this,  they  could  not  be  fully  representative  acts ;  for  their 
internal  and  external  would  not  be  in  agreement  and  harmony, 
and  the  internal  could  not  flow  into  the  external,  and  by  it  bring 
the  worshiper  into  full  communication  with  the  heavens.  If 
thus  the  temple,  and  the  altar,  and  the  priest,  are  necessary  re¬ 
quirements  for  the  true  performance  of  the  representative  rites 
of  baptism  and  the  holy  supper,  then  do  they  partake  of  the 
quality  and  character  of  those  rites,  and  are  themselves  repre¬ 
sentatives,  which  need  to  be  ordered  and  arranged  according  to 
what  the  Lord  has  taught  in  the  laws  of  divine  order,  as  they 
have  been  given  to  the  church,  and  which  it  is  our  duty  to  know 
and  do,  so  that  we  may  have  the  church’s  life  truly  developed 
in  us  as  individuals  and  societies. 

And  again,  when  we  are  told  in  the  work  on  Heaven  and  Hell, 
104,  that  “whatever  the  industry  of  man  prepares  from  them, 
[the  material  things  of  the  earth,']  for  his  own  use,  are  correspon¬ 
dences ,  such  as  food  of  all  kinds,  garments,  houses,  sacred  edi¬ 
fices ,  &c.” — we  do  not  understand  that  the  “ sacred  edifices”  of 
the  new  and  true  church,  are  or  ought  to  correspond  to  our  na¬ 
tural  and  unregenerate  states,  either  of  will  or  understanding; 
for  this  would  make  them  represent  our  self-worship,  as  is  the 
case  in  every  corrupt  church,  and  not  the  worship  of  the  Lord : 
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but  that  they  ought  to  correspond  to  the  truths  and  goods  of  the 
new  church,  and  thus  to  the  Lord’s  divine  humanity,  which  is  the 
all  in  all  of  the  church,  and  uthe  holy  temple  of  Jehovah .”  For 
even  as  the  Divine  Good,  or  the  Father,  dwells  in  the  temple  of 
the  Divine  Truth,  which  is  the  Son,  or  the  Divine  Humanity,  so 
does  that  humanity  dwell  in  the  heavens  and  the  church,  as  its 
internal  and  external  body  and  temple;  and  so  must  also  the 
church,  when  brought  down  to  its  last  idtimate,  dwell  in  the  ex¬ 
ternal  temple,  in  which  is  the  fulness  of  its  worship  of  the  Lord. 

Now  we  are  taught  that  the  chief  corner-stone  of  the  church, 
is  the  doctrine  of  the  Lord’s  divine  humanity,  upon  which  are 
based,  and  from  which  proceed,  all  the  other  doctrines,  which 
make  up  the  entire  building  and  superstructure.  And  of  this 
doctrine,  the  basis  in  human  minds,  is  that  literal  or  natural 
truth,  which  is  given  in  the  Word,  concerning  the  divine  huma¬ 
nity  and  its  work  of  redemption. 

When,  therefore,  we  build  an  external  temple  for  worship, 
which  is  to  be  representative  of  the  Lord’s  divine  humanity,  and 
lay  a  chief  corner-stone,  upon  which  are  to  be  based,  and  from 
which  are  to  proceed,  all  the  other  stones  of  the  superstructure, 
and  to  which  that  stone  is  to  impart  its  own  peculiar  character 
and  use,  the  character  and  use  to  which  it  is  dedicated  and  de¬ 
voted,  we  must  lay  it  as  a  representative  of  the  doctrine  of  that 
divine  humanity;  so  that  all  the  others  may  also  represent  the 
other  doctrines  of  the  church,  which  flow  from  it,  and  are  the  means 
of  its  reception  and  establishment  in  human  minds  and  lives. 

And,  finally,  we  are  instructed,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  priests 
“to  teach  men  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  church,  which  is 
derived  from  the  Word  of  God,  and  to  lead  them  to  live  accord¬ 
ing  to  that  doctrine;”  that  it  is  their  duty  to  minister  in  the 
holy  things  “which  relate  to  heaven;  and  that  these  doctrines 
and  holy  things  are  both  internal  and  external,  according  to  what 
was  before  shown :  wherefore  they  are  to  teach  both  the  internal 
and  external  things  of  the  church  according  to  its  doctrine :  that 
this  is  their  duty  by  virtue  of  their  office,  in  which  they  represent 
the  Lord  in  his  work  of  saving  souls ;  and  that  they  are  inducted 
into  this  office  by  the  representative  and  promissory  transfer  of 
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his  holy  spirit,  so  as  to  receive  its  peculiar  gifts  and  special  graces 
by  the  very  act  of  their  inauguration  into  it. 

Conscientiously  holding  these  things  to  be  truths ,  clearly  taught 
in  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  from  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  and 
believing  the  divine  truth,  “  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house, 
they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it;  except  the  Lord  guard  the  city, 
the  watchman  waketh  in  vain,” — “that  all  things  of  the  church 
are  from  the  Lord,  and  nothing  from  man,” — and  regarding  the 
past  actions  of  this  society,  in  connection  with  the  building  of  a 
temple  for  worship,  as  in  entire  opposition  to  these  doctrines, — I 
now  ask,  brethren,  what  is  the  plain  duty  of  him,  whom  you 
yourselves  invited  to  the  ministry,  that  he  might  teach  these 
truths  to  you,  and  for  whom  you  yourselves  requested  ordination 
into  that  sacred  office?  Let  us  look  back  for  a  brief  moment. 
When,  after  several  years  of  labor  and  effort,  the  society  at 
length  found  itself  in  a  condition  to  undertake  the  building  of  a 
temple,  so  much  desired  and  needed,  and  the  preliminary  steps 
were  taken  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  the  mi¬ 
nister,  in  the  exercise  of  what  he  regarded  and  still  regards  to 
be  a  function  of  his  office,  proposed  certain  matters  concerning 
the  building  and  arrangement  of  the  temple,  which  appeared  to 
him  to  accord  with  the  teachings  of  the  heavenly  doctrines  of  the 
church.  His  propositions  and  the  design  made  in  accordance 
with  them,  were  accepted  by  one  member  of  the  committee,  into 
whose  charge  the  matter  had  been  given,  and  apparently  assent¬ 
ed  to  by  the  other  two  members.  At  a  subsequent  period,  how¬ 
ever,  after  considerable  additional  funds  had  been  collected,  an 
opposition  was  raised  to  the  design,  directed  openly,  on  the  part 
of  some,  against  the  erection  of  a  school-house  in  connection 
with  the  temple,  and  quietly,  on  the  part  of  others,  against  the 
interior  arrangement  of  the  building,  as  savoring  of  priest-craft 
and  Romish  observances.  Though  instruction  was  given  from 
the  Word  and  writings  of  the  church,  by  the  minister,  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  his  duty,  in  regard  to  the  order  of  the  arrangement 
proposed,  no  heed  was  taken  of  that  instruction  :  the  opposition 
proved  successful,  and  the  plan  was  overthrown.  One  member 
of  the  building  committee  having  resigned,  another  was  named 
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in  his  place,  -who  was  known  to  entertain  views  and  opinions 
hostile  to  the  order,  which  was  endeavored  to  he  ultimated  in 
the  previous  design,  and  in  general,  to  what  is  considered  an 
orderly  church  government ;  and  when  inquiry  was  made,  as  to 
a  submission  of  the  new  plan  to  be  obtained,  to  the  society,  the 
reply  was,  that  a  plan  would  be  procured,  “  which  would  suit 
the  society which  reply,  as  subsequent  events  but  too  clearly 
proved,  meant,  “which  would  suit  the  society  ivithout  regard  to 
the  minister ,”  although  it  was  a  matter  which  was  necessarily 
and  intimately  connected  with  the  functions  of  his  office. 

Thus  then,  when  this  new  committee  had,  at  least  in  part, 
matured  its  plans,  it  called  upon  the  minister  to  perform  the 
ceremony  of  laying  the  corner-stone,  ivithout ,  however,  informing 
him  of  the  nature  of  the  building,  the  corner-stone  of  which  he 
was  to  lay.  Of  this,  he  was  subsequently  informed  from  another 
source;  and  then,  when  he  saw  that  they  proposed  erecting  a 
building  which  he  could  not  otherwise  regard  than  as  an  embodi¬ 
ment  of  principles  and  views  that  he  believed  to  be  contrary  to 
the  teachings  of  the  church,  he  recalled  the  promise  previously 
made,  and  refused  to  perform  that  ceremony.  And,  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  which  was  soon  after  called  to  consider  the  question  that  had 
thus  arisen,  he  fully  and  freely  stated  his  reasons  for  so  refusing. 
Those  reasons  were,  that  he  looked  upon  the  design  of  the  build¬ 
ing  which  they  were  about  erecting  as  embodying  and  ultimating 
principles  which  he  could  never  aid  in  carrying  out,  because  they 
were  subversive  of  true  order  and  destructive  of  the  existence  of 
the  church. 

And  now,  brethren,  mark  these  facts ;  for  they  are  important 
in  the  issue  between  us.  At  that  meeting,  the  president  of  this 
society  and  the  active  member  of  the  building  committee,  in 
which  capacity  he  was  the  representative  of  the  society  in  its 
work  of  erecting  a  temple  for  worship,  openly  avowed  his  rejec¬ 
tion  of  what  has  just  been  taught  concerning  the  peculiar  nature 
and  character  of  the  priestly  office,  and  his  repudiation  of  all 
reference  to  representatives  in  the  building  of  a  New  Church 
temple.  A  majority  of  that  meeting,  believing  that  there  was 
some  reason  in  what  was  advanced  on  the  other  side,  and  that  it 
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was  possible  that  the  leading  thought  in  the  mind  of  the  president 
might  enter  into  the  plan  of  the  temple  which  he  proposed,  ex¬ 
pressed  its  sense  of  the  question  by  negating  a  resolution  to  p;>ss 
over  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  without  religious  ceremonies; 
and  in  passing  two  other  resolutions,  1,  that  the  services  of  a  New 
Church  clergyman  should  be  procured  for  the  performance  of  the 
ceremony ;  and  2,  that  the  whole  question  of  the  building  of  the 
temple  with  a  reference  to  representatives,  should  be  discussed 
at  a  meeting  to  be  held  a  week  subsequently.  These  resolutions 
were  passed  with  full  confidence  in  the  good  faith  of  the  commit¬ 
tee.  But  how  was  that  confidence  justified?  At  the  succeeding 
meeting,  the  committee  appears  with  a  report,  in  which  it  states 
that  it  had  consulted  with  the  elders  of  the  society,  and  that 
after  certain  preliminaries  had  been  adjusted,  it  had  that  morn¬ 
ing ,  in  conjunction  with  the  elders,  placed  the  corner-stone  of 
the  temple.  When  its  authority  for  so  acting  was  demanded, 
the  committee  openly  avowed  that  it  had  acted  xvithout  authority, 
and  that  it  took  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of  the  act.  Had 
it  been  equally  bold  in  avowing  the  true  reason  for  its  action, 
it  might  have  passed  as  one  of  those  high-handed  outrages  upon 
the  rights  of  societies,  which  are  not  uncommon  with  those  who 
hold  radical  views  of  church  or  state  government ;  but  when  it 
gave  as  reasons  that  it  was  not  willing  to  break  its  contracts  with 
the  builders,  and  that  the  workmen  could  not  be  delayed  by 
waiting  for  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone,  it  stated  what  was  not 
true,  inasmuch  as  it  had  not  yet  been  ordered  to  break  any  con¬ 
tracts,  and  the  corner-stone,  with  the  whole  front,  at  one  end  of 
which  it  was  placed,  remained  untouched  at  least  two  days  after 
it  had  been  laid.  The  true  reason,  which  it  did  not  then  avow, 
— but  of  which  it  should  have  made  an  open,  manly  and  honest 
avowal, — as  a  committee,  although  it  was  implied  by  the  remark 
of  one  of  its  members,  was,  that  it  feared  the  action  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  on  that  evening,  might  be  adverse  to  its  proceedings,  and 
that  it  suspected  the  minister  to  be  operating  secretly  to  over¬ 
throw  its  plans,  and  therefore  took  this  means,  which  the  society 
in  its  unsuspecting  confidence  had  put  in  its  power,  to  foil  him 
in  his  supposed  operations. 
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We  shall  not  stop  to  consider  the  justice  of  this  suspicion ;  for, 
life  many  others,  it  is  not  worthy  of  further  notice  from  him  who 
is  she  subject  of  it — as  little  as  wre  shall  draw  out  our  remarks,  al¬ 
ready  too  long,  to  characterize  the  nature  of  the  proceeding  to 
which  it  gave  rise.  But  this  we  have  yet  to  add,  that  at  this 
meeting  a  leading  member  of  the  building  committee,  and  of  the 
committee  of  elders,  who  can  be  regarded  in  no  other  light  than 
as  a  representative  of  the  society,  avowed  his  independence  of 
all  ministers,  which  avowal  was  received  without  dissent  by  the 
others ;  and  another  expressed  the  hope,  after  the  meeting,  that 
they  would  soon  be  able  to  do  without  all  ministers ;  by  which 
declarations,  they  afforded  us  the  completest  justification  for  our 
course  in  the  premises:  and  that  the  society  sanctioned,  and 
thus  endorsed  and  adopted  as  their  own ,  the  proceeding  of  the 
committee,  by  a  vote  of  eleven  to  five. 

A  few  words  more  and  we  have  done.  In  view  of  the  princi¬ 
ples,  which  we  have  laid  down,  as  clear  teachings  of  the  church 
to  our  mind,  and  in  view  of  the  action  of  the  society,  which  we 
must  regard  as  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  our  heavenly  doc¬ 
trines,  subversive  of  all  true  order,  and  destructive  of  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  New  Church,  the  path  of  duty  lies  plain  and  open 
before  us,  and  we  now  proceed  to  fulfill  it,  by  resigning  into  the 
hands  of  the  society  which  has  called  us  to  the  performance  of 
its  sacred  functions,  the  office  of  minister  and  pastor,  which  we 
have  held  in  its  connection,  now  for  some  nine  years  past.  And 
this  we  do,  because  this  society  has  through  its  elders  and  repre¬ 
sentative  officers,  whose  action  it  has  sanctioned,  denied  and  re¬ 
jected  the  representative  character  of  the  ministry;  because  it 
has  denied  and  rejected  us  in  the  performance  of  the  functions 
of  our  ministry  to  it,  by  refusing  to  hear  what  we  desired  to 
teach  from  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  and  by  violently  arroga¬ 
ting  to  itself,  in  the  work  of  consecrating  and  blessing  the  cor¬ 
ner-stone,  that  which  of  right  and  duty  ought  to  have  been  per¬ 
formed  by  us  or  some  other  minister  of  the  church — thus  destroy¬ 
ing  with  rude  hands,  the  order  of  the  church,  for  the  sake  of 
which  the  ministry  is  established — the  character  of  which  violent 
assumption  is  most  manifestly  shown  in  the  position  of  the  cor- 
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ner-stone,  as  now  placed,  at  the  north-west  angle  of  the  building, 
corresponding  to  the  darkness  and  obscurity,  as  to  truth,  of  that 
mind  which  acts  under  a  love  of  self-derived  intelligence,  and  re¬ 
fuses  to  go  to  him  who  can  alone  give  intelligence  and  wisdom ; 
because  it  has  repudiated  that  doctrine  of  representatives,  which 
we  believe  to  be  clearly  taught  in  the  writings  of  the  church,  and 
whose  ultimation  we  hold  to  be  necessary  to  its  true  external 
and  internal  existence,  setting  up  in  place  thereof,  the  unfounded 
conclusions  of  its  own  self-derived  intelligence ;  because,  by  refu¬ 
sing  to  hear  the  Word  of  the  Lord  and  the  doctrines  of  the 
church,  as  they  have  been  given  us  to  teach  them,  they  have  vir¬ 
tually  deprived  us  of  our  ministry  to  them;  and  because,  we 
verily  believe,  that  any  further  connection  Avould  result  in  spiri¬ 
tual  injury  to  both  parties,  by  taking  away  their  freedom,  and 
preventing  them  from  fully  ultimating  those  principles  which 
they  severally  hold  to  be  true. 

We  say  such  has  been  the  action  of  the  society ,  with  a  full 
knowledge,  that  not  all  the  members  thereof  have  thought,  and 
felt,  and  acted,  in  accord  with  the  leaders ;  that  there  are  those, 
and  perhaps  their  number  is  not  small,  who  have  been  deeply 
grieved  by  the  course  pursued  by  the  committees ;  and  that  they 
would  gladly  have  things  otherwise,  were  it  in  their  power  now 
to  change  them.  In  this  question,  however, — warmly  as  we  che¬ 
rish  a  grateful  feeling  for  the  spiritual  support  which  they  have 
afforded  us,  and  freely  as  we  do  acknowledge  the  love  of  truth, 
for  its  own  sake,  which  they  have  manifested, — we  must  regard 
the  society  as  one  man ,  since  its  actions  in  its  corporate  capacity 
are  by  the  officers  who  represent  it,  and  the  resolutions  adopted 
at  its  meetings.  It  is  from  the  society,  as  a  body,  that  we  have 
held  our  office ;  and  it  is  to  that  society,  as  a  body,  that  we  now 
resign  it,  because  of  its  corporate  rejection  and  denial  of  our 
office  as  representative  of  the  Lord,  and  of  us  in  the  performance 
of  its  functions. 

And,  in  tendering  this  our  resignation,  we  would  ask  you  here¬ 
after  to  be  consistent  with  your  principles.  Call  not  another  to 
minister  unto  you  in  the  things  of  heaven ;  or,  if  you  do, — in 
accommodation  to  the  states  of  those  who  cannot  do  without  such 
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ministry, — tell  him  plainly  and  honestly  lion)  you  regard  him  and 
his  use.  Tell  him  that  he  is  to  take  his  understanding  of  the 
Word  and  doctrines  from  you,  and  not  from  the  teachings  of 
the  Lord  to  his  mind;  that  he  is  no  more  a  minister  than  you 
are ;  that  you  will  hear  him  only  when  he  speaks  what  agrees 
with  your  opinions  and  conclusions;  that  the  writings  of  the 
church  are  not  full  and  entire  authority  upon  all  subjects  of  truth 
and  order ;  that,  although  he  may  sincerely  believe  himself  to  he 
in  the  path  of  duty,  when  he  opposes  your  action,  he  must  still 
yield,  because  those  who  have  been  long  in  the  church  differ 
from  him  and  are  not  willing  to  have  their  opinions  tested  by 
the  truth  as  it  has  been  given  for  the  use  of  the  church.  And 
tell  him  that  if  he  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  refuse  to  do 
what  you  require  of  him,  he  must  expect,  to  be  hardly  spoken  of, 
to  have  his  motives  and  actions  misrepresented,  and  to  have  your 
evils  ascribed  to  him — as  if  he  had  not  enough  of  his  own  to 
contend  against.  These  and  other  things  tell  him,  so  that  there 
may  be  no  misunderstanding,  and  you  may  be  prepared  to  act 
together  in  some  degree  of  harmony  and  union. 

And  now,  brethren,  we  say  farewell.  We  cannot  express  the 
hope  that  you  may  prosper  in  your  undertaking,  because  we  do 
believe ,  before  God,  that,  as  you  have  laid  a  false  principle  at 
the  very  foundation  of  your  action,  you  must  suffer  the  evil 
effects  thereof  in  the  coming  states  of  your  society ;  but  we  can 
and  do  most  fully  hope,  and  pray  the  Lord,  that  the  time  may 
not  be  very  far  distant,  when  you  shall  have  your  eyes  opened 
to  the  wrong  which  you  have  done  to  the  church,  and  when,  by 
repentance,  you  will  be  led  to  shun  that  wrong  as  a  sin  against 
God,  and  to  acknowledge,  in  very  deed  and  truth,  the  holy 
Word,  “  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house ,  they  labor  in  vain 
that  build  it;  except  the  Lord  guard  the  city,  the  watchman 
waketh  in  vain.  ” 
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MINUTES  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF  A  NEW  ASSOCIATION  FOR  WORSHIP. 


In  consequence  of  their  disapproval  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  First 
New  Jerusalem  Society  of  Philadelphia  in  connection  with  the  building  of 
a  temple  for  worship,  a  number  of  its  members  felt  it  their  duty  to  with¬ 
draw  from  that  body,  and  to  associate  themselves  anew  for  the  support  of 
public  worship.  In  this  movement,  they  were  joined  by  others,  not  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  society. 

October  27,  1854,  they  held  their  first  meeting,  in  Sansom  Street  Hall, 
“for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  formation  of  a  new  asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  support  of  New  Church  public  worship  in  the  city  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia.” 

There  were  present,  the  Rev.  R.  De  Charms,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Benade, 
Messrs.  Whitcomb,  Gledhill,  Jungerich,  Boericke,  Tafel,  Scott,  Webb, 
Drs.  Pehrson  and  Cowley,  Mrs.  De  Charms,  Mrs.  Garner,  Miss  Jefferies, 
Miss  Mary  De  C.  Garner,  Miss  Sarah  De  Charms,  Miss  Mary  De  Charms, 
and  Mr.  T.  S.  Arthur. 

The  Rev.  R.  De  Charms  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Dr.  D.  Cowley  was 
appointed  secretary. 

The  chairman,  on  taking  the  chair,  made  an  address  to  those  present* 
stating  some  of  his  reasons  for  consenting  to  preside  at  the  meeting,  and 
thus  to  give  it  his  sanction  as  an  ordaining  minister  of  the  New  Jerusalem ; 
also  making  some  observations  on  the  importance  of  the  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Pehrson,  before  proceeding  to  business,  a  prayer  was 
offered  up  by  the  chairman. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Tafel,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gledhill, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  proper  to  form  a  new  association  for  the  support  of 
new-church  public  worship  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  at  this  time. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jungerich,  the  chairman,  (the  Rev.  Mr.  De  Charms,) 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Benade,  and  the  secretary,  (Dr.  Cowley,)  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  draft  a  declaration  of  the  principles  upon  which  this  associa¬ 
tion  shall  be  founded. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman,  a  resolution  was  offered  and  passed, 
that  those  who  favor  the  object  of  this  meeting  do  now  sign  a  resolution  to 
form  themselves  into  “an  association  for  the  support  of  New  Church  pub¬ 
lic  worship  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  at  this  time:”  and  all  present 
signed  except  Mr.  Arthur,  Miss  Jefferies,  and  two  minor  children  of  Mr. 
De  Charms. 

Mr.  Scott,  Dr.  Cowley  and  Dr.  Pehrson  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
procure  a  room  for  the  purpose  of  public  worship. 

Again  at  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman,  a  resolution  was  offered  and 
passed,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  present  the  resolution  for  the 
formation  of  a  new  association  to  those  persons  who  may  be  supposed  will¬ 
ing  to  sign  it:  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jungerich,  this  duty  was  assigned  to 
the  committee  for  procuring  a  room  as  above  named. 

Moved,  that,  when  this  meeting  adjourns,  it  do  adjourn  to  meet  at  the 
residence  of  Mr.  De  Charms,  South  Seventeenth  and  Ann  Streets,  on 
Thursday  evening  next  at  7\  o’clock. 

Dr.  Pehrson  offered  his  parlors  for  the  association’s  public  worship  next 
Sunday:  which  kind  offer  was  thankfully  accepted. 

On  motion  adjourned. 


Thursday  Evening,  Nov.  2,  1854 — 7^-  o'clock. 

A  few  members  of  the  association,  according  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
last  meeting,  met  at  the  residence  of  the  Rev.  R.  De  Charms;  but,  without 
any  formal  organization,  adjourned  to  the  house  of  Dr.  Pehrson,  where,  in 
the  interim,  an  arrangement  had  been  made  to  meet,  in  accommodation  to 
certain  business  men,  who  could  not  come  so  far  as  Mr.  De  Charms’s. 

At  Dr.  Pehrson’s,  there  were  present,  the  Rev.  R.  De  Charms,  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Benade,  the  Rev.  N.  C.  Burnham,  Messrs.  Jungerich,  Scott,  Whit¬ 
comb,  Sturgis,  Webb,  H.  Warren,  Smith,  Drs.  Pehrson  and  Cowley,  Mis¬ 
tresses  Plunket,  Garner,  De  Charms,  Smith,  Boericke,  with  Misses  Sarah 
and  Mary  De  Charms,  Anne  Jungerich,  and  Mary  De  C.  and  Amelia 
Garner. 

This  being  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  association,  the  officers  of  the 
preceding  meeting  of  course  officiated  at  this. 

The  meeting  having  been  called  to  order  by  the  chairman,  the  secretary, 
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»  as  the  first  thing  in  order,  read  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting, 
which  were  corrected  and  approved. 

Then  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benade  read  a  declaration  of  distinctive  principles 
for  the  ground-work  of  this  association  in  establishing  its  social  organiza¬ 
tion  and  action  for  the  support  of  New  Church  public  worship,  which  he 
had  drafted,  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  appointed  for  that  purpose  at  the 
preceding  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitcomb,  the  report  was  accepted  for  consi¬ 
deration. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Scott,  that  the  report  be  adopted,  was,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  secretary,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jungerich,  so  amended 
as  to  resolve,  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee,  with 
instructions  to  insert  clauses  respecting  the  necessity  of  distinctive  New 
Church  sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper:  which  motion,  or 
amendment,  being  duly  seconded,  was  passed  unanimously. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jungerich,  Mr.  Scott’s  motion,  for  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  report,  was  deferred  for  two  weeks,  in  order  to  give  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  association,  and  others,  time  for  a  careful  reading  and  rational 
consideration  of  the  principles  declared. 

The  committee  for  procuring  a  room  having  reported  a  want  of  success, 
that  committee  was  continued,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Junge¬ 
rich  was  added  to  it. 

The  chairman,  in  commenting  on  the  reported  declaration  of  principles, 
having  shown  that  the  chief  principle,  the  calling  in  question  of  which  has 
made  necessary  the  formation  of  this  association  at  this  time,  was  the  need 
of  a  divinely  or  providentially  commissioned  apostolic  ministry,  to  proclaim 
the  truths  of  “the  everlasting  gospel”  by  means  of  the  human  voice,  as 
the  divine  invention  and  manufacture  of  the  Divine  Artizan,  made  redolent 
with  the  heavenly  odor  of  the  essential  oil  of  his  love  of  saving  souls  actu¬ 
ating  the  affections  of  living  preachers  of  that  gospel,  on  the  ground  of  the 
heavenly  doctrine,  (D.  C.  104,)  that  “there  are  affections,  as  well  as 
thoughts,  which  come  to  the  sight  and  sense  of  man,” — instead  of  “the 
fashionable  notion  of ‘every  man  his  own  minister,’  ”  which  is  now  so  pre¬ 
valent  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  and  which,  on  the  other  side  as  well 
as  on  this,  causes  “those  who  have  been  a  short  tune  receivers,  to  begin 
to  imagine  that  they  ought  at  once  to  become  public  teachers,  so  that  the 
ministerial  office  is  made  a  common  thing,  and  the  sanctity  of  the  sacra¬ 
ments  seems  set  at  nought,”  or  instead  of  another  very  prevalent  fashion¬ 
able  notion,  that  the  press,  or  the  tracts  and  other  works  printed  by  it,  is 
the  primary  if  not  the  sole  instrument  for  the  promulgation  of  our  heavenly 
doctrines  in  the  present  day,  so  that  the  proclamation  is  to  be  addressed  to 
the  human  eye  alone,  and  seemingly  not  to  the  human  ear  also,  and  thus 
our  Divine  Lord  and  Master’s  call  to  repentance  and  newness  of  life  is  to  be 
received  into  the  ratiocination  of  the  intellect  alone,  rather  than,  through 
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that,  into  the  obedience  of  the  will, — it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jungerich, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Scott, 

Resolved,  That  the  Lord’s  calling  and  sending  ministers  to  teach  the 
doctrines  of  the  Universal  Theology  of  the  New  Heaven  and  the  New 
Church,  is  the  very  first  principle  in  the  establishment  of  the  New  Jeru¬ 
salem  on  earth;  that  the  building  of  temples  is  altogether  an  after  and  se¬ 
condary  consideration  ;  that,  therefore,  the  first  procedure  of  this  associa¬ 
tion  for  the  support  of  New  Church  public  worship  in  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  at  this  time,  should  be  the  choice  of  a  minister  of  the  Lord  to  lead  and 
administer  that  worship;  and  next  the  procurement  and  consecration  of  a 
suitable  place  for  its  administration. 

Which  resolution  was  passed  unanimously. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Pehrson,  the  association  proceeded  forth¬ 
with  to  the  election  of  a  minister  by  ballot. 

When  the  ballot  was  counted,  it  was  found  that  twenty  votes  had  been 
cast — nineteen  of  which  were  for  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Benade,  and  one  for  the 
Rev.  R.  De  Charms. 

After  some  conversation  betwmen  him  and  the  chairman,  Mr.  Benade 
signified  his  acceptance  of  the  office  tendered  him,  and  he  was  declared  to 
be  unanimously  chosen  the  minister  of  the  association. 

Dr.  Pehrson  again  kindly  offered  his  parlors  for  the  use  of  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  next  Sunday’s  worship;  which  offer  was  accepted,  and  announcement 
made  accordingly. 

Moved,  that  the  meeting,  when  it  adjourns,  adjourn  to  meet  at  the  house 
of  Dr.  Pehrson,  on  Thursday  evening,  Nov.  16,  at  o’clock. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Thursday  Evening,  Nov.  16,  1854 — 7-J,-  o’clock. 

The  association  met,  according  to  the  preceding  adjournment,  at  the  re¬ 
sidence  of  Dr.  Pehrson;  and,  of  course,  the  Rev.  Mr.  De  Charms  took  the 
chair,  and  Dr.  Cowley  acted  as  secretary. 

On  the  presiding  officer’s  "taking  the  chair,  and  before  the  association 
proceeded  to  business,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Jungerich,  and  duly  seconded 
and  passed,  that  this  and  all  the  meetings  of  this  association  for  business 
be  opened  with  prayer. 

Whereupon,  the  chairman  of  this  meeting  opened  it  with  the  offering  up 
of  the  Lord’s  prayer. 

There  were  present  at  this  meeting,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  De  Charms  and 
Benade,— together  with  the  Rev.  David  Powell  and  the  Rev.  N.  C.  Burn¬ 
ham,  who,  as  stated  by  the  chairman,  had  come  expressly  to  lend  the  sanc¬ 
tion  of  their  names  and  sacred  offices  to  the  present  movement  of  this  asso¬ 
ciation, — Messrs.  Jungerich,  Scott,  Webb,  Whitcomb,  Midnight,  Sturgis, 
and  B.  F.  Glenn,  Drs.  Pehrson  and  Cowley,  Mistresses  De  Charms,  David 
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Powell,  N.  C.  Burnham,  W.  H.  Benade,  Garner,  Hering,  Scott,  Kramph, 
Sturgis,  with  Misses  M.  De  C.  and  A.  Garner,  S.  and  M.  De  Charms,  and 
A.  Jungerich. 

The  first  thing  in  order,  was  the  deferred  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  first  meeting  to  draft  a  declaration 
of  the  principles  upon  which  the  organization  and  action  of  this  association 
should  be  founded,  be  adopted:  and,  at  the  request  of  the  meeting,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Benade,  on  behalf  of  said  committee,  read  that  report  again. 

The  chairman  of  the  meeting,  after  making  some  explanatory  remarks 
on  the  report  of  the  committee — of  which  also  he  was  chairman — just  read, 
designed  to  bring  out  into  bolder  relief,  and  present  more  distinctly  to  the 
view  of  the  association,  its  primary  and  most  distinctive  principles,  asked 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Powell  to  read  to  the  meeting  an  extract  of  a  letter  which  he 
had  received  from  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Williams  of  the  West,  which,  in  an  inci¬ 
dental  observation,  tended  to  show,  it  was  thought,  that  the  disorderly  pro¬ 
ceeding  of  th£  First  Society  of  this  city  which  had  compelled  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  its  late  minister,  and  brought  about  the  formation  of  this  association 
to  hold  him  up,  against  that  society’s  seeming  willingness  to  put  him  down, 
and  to  impair,  if  not  destroy,  his  ministerial  usefulness,  would  not  only  not 
receive  the  countenance,  but  would  have  the  decided  reprobation,  of  cleri¬ 
cal  men  in  general  throughout  our  country,  as  well  as  those  now  present 
and  giving  their  official  sanction  to  the  association’s  proceedings  in  this 
meeting. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Powell  having  complied  with  the  chairman’s  request,  Mr. 
Jas.  W.  Scott,  seconded  by  Mr.  L.  C.  Jungerich,  now  renewed  his  motion, 
that  the  report,  setting  forth  the  declaration  of  principles,  as  read,  be 
adopted  by  this  association :  which  motion  was  passed,  and  the  report  una¬ 
nimously  adopted. 

The  committee  on  procuring  a  room,  having,  through  Dr.  Cowley,  made 
its  report,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jungerich  that  committee  was  authorized  to 
procure  Simmons’s  lecture  room  for  public  worship  next  Sunday,  with  di¬ 
rections,  if  that  room  could  be  procured,  to  have  an  announcement  inserted 
in  the  “Public  Ledger,”  that  divine  worship  would  be  conducted  there  and 
then  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Benade. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman,  it  was  moved  by  Dr.  Cowley,  and 
seconded  by  Dr.  Pehrson,  that  the  committee  on  rooms  be  continued,  and 
instructed  to  rent  Simmons’s  lecture  room,  from  week  to  week,  until  a  more 
suitable  place  can  be  procured  or  provided;  and  that  the  association  hold 
its  business  meetings  in  that  room  for  the  purpose  of  gradually  forming 
itself  into  a  society. — Passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jungerich,  seconded  by  Dr.  Cowley,  it  was  now 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benade  be  authorized  to  prepare  a  copy  of 
these  minutes  for  publication  in  an  Appendix  to  his  Resignation  Sermon — 
making  such  revision  of  them  as  he  may  think  necessary. 
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The  chairman,  before  putting  a  motion  to  adjourn,  then  rose  and  said, 
that,  while  he  thanked  the  association  for  having  honored  him  with  the 
call  to  preside  over  their  deliberations  in  the  three  meetings  that  had  now 
been  held,  his  engagements  as  the  preacher  of  a  similar  association  in 
Frankford,  or  the  Twenty-Third  Ward,  would  prevent  his  being  present, 
or  presiding,  at  any  of  their  future  meetings.  And  having,  like  a  pilot, 
steered  the  barque  safely  through  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  an  intri¬ 
cate  harbor,  he,  now  the  ship  is  fairly  at  sea,  and  almost  out  of  sight  of  the 
old  port,  resigns  the  helm  to  the  regular  captain,  devoutly  wishing  him 
and  his  fellow-voyagers  all  favoring  gales  on  the  Great  Gulf  Stream  of 
the  Divine  Providence,  a  safe  passage  through  all  adverse  obstacles,  and  a 
happy  entrance  into  the  haven  of  a  new  and  better  social  life  of  our  hea¬ 
venly  doctrines! 

The  motion  for  adjournment  being  then  put  and  carried,  the  association 
was  accordingly  adjourned. 


D.  Cowley,  Secretary. 


R.  De  Charms,  Chairman. 
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THE  DECLARATION  OF  PRINCIPLES. 

The  committee,  appointed  at  your  first  meeting,  October  28,  to  draft  a 
declaration  of  principles,  as  a  basis  whereon  to  rest  the  formation  of  the 
new  association  for  the  support  of  public  New  Church  worship  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  respectfully  submit  the  following  for  your  consideration 
and  adoption. 

Whereas  this  association  has  for  its  end  the  support  of  New  Church  pub¬ 
lic  worship  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  therefore  is  it  its  first  duty  to 
inquire  of  the  Lord,  who  is  the  all  in  all  of  his  church,  what  that  church 
is,  as  to  its  essence  and  form ;  and  its  second  duty,  to  bring  the  knowledge 
received  from  him  into  practical  effect,  by  a  life  of  obedience,  faith  and 
charity;  so  that  the  essence  and  form  of  the  New  Church  may  have  a 
fulness  of  existence  in  the  association’s  internal  and  external  worship  of 
Him  who  is  its  life  and  existence.  And 
Whereas  such  inquiry  of  the  Lord  can  only  be  made  after  a  first  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  him  in  the  mode  and  means  of  his  revelation  of  himself  and 
of  his  divine  will  and  wisdom — Therefore  does  this  association  solemnly 
acknowledge  and  declare: 

That  the  Lord  God  of  Heaven  and  Earth  has  revealed  himself  to  men 
in  all  time,  and  has  come  down  to  them  in  his  Holy  Word,  which  is  divine 
truth  itself,  by  which  he  has  created  all  things,  by  which  he  preserves  all 
things,  and  by  which  he  redeems  and  saves  man,  according  to  his  own  de¬ 
claration  in  John,  i,  1-4  and  14,  “In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the 
Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God.  The  same  was  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  with  God.  All  things  were  made  by  him;  and  without  him  was 
not  any  thing  made  that  was  made.  In  him  was  the  life;  and  the  life  was 

the  light  of  men . And  the  Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt 

among  us,  (and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of 
the  Father,)  full  of  grace  and  truth.” 

That,  after  his  having  made  his  first  advent  in  the  world,  as  “the  Word 
made  flesh,”  or  divine  truth  in  an  assumed  humanity,  for  the  subjugation 
of  the  hells,  the  restoration  of  the  heavens  to  order,  and  the  establishment 
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of  the  first  Christian  church — he  is  now  making  his  second  advent  in  the 
world,  and  revealing  himself,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  new  Chris¬ 
tian  church,  in  fulfilment  of  the  prophetic  vision  vouchsafed  to  John,  the 
apostle,  and  recorded  in  ihe  Book  of  the  Apocalypse,  ch.  xxi,  v.  2:  “And 
I,  John,  saw  the  holy  city,  New  Jerusalem,  coming  down  from  God  out  of 
heaven,  prepared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  husband.” 

That  he  is  effecting  this  his  second  advent  by  means  of  a  man  whom  he 
has  sent  from  himself,  his  chosen  servant,  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  to  whom 
he  himself  appeared,  whom  he  himself  called  and  taught,  to  whom  “he 
himself  dictated  what  he  should  write,”  and  whose  understanding  he  so 
elevated  into  the  very  light  of  heaven,  that  he  could  have  intuition  of,  and 
receive  into  his  rational  intelligence,  the  internal  sense  of  his  Holy  Word, 
and  see  and  hear  things  in  the  spiritual  world,  for  their  unfolding  to  the 
minds  of  men,  so  that,  through  them  and  their  reception  into  heart  and  life, 
the  human  race  might  be  brought  back  to  the  worship  of  the  true  and  only 
Lord,  and  be  saved  from  the  eternal  destruction  which  impended,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  prevalent  adulteration  and  falsification  of  every  good  and 
truth  of  the  Word  and  the  church. 

That  these  things,  in  the  revelation  of  which  the  Lord  is  now  making  his 
second  advent,  or  his  spiritual  coming  to  the  minds  of  men,  are  written  by 
divine  command,  and  are  contained,  as  so  written,  in  the  theological  wri¬ 
tings  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg. 

That  these  writings,  therefore,  contain  “truths  continuous  from  the 
Lord,”  or  “a  chain  of  truths  revealed  from  the  Lord  by  the  Word,”  (U.  T. 
508,)  being  given  in  accordance  with  his  divine  promises,  “I  have  many 
things  to  say  unto  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now:”  and  “the  time 
cometh  when  I  shall  no  more  speak  unto  you  in  proverbs,  but  I  shall  show 
you  plainly  of  the  Father.”  (John,  xvi,  12,  25.) 

That  their  teachings  are  the  Lord’s  teachings,  and  not  man’s;  and  that 
they  are  to  be  received  as  divinely  authoritative  unfoldings  of  the  Lord’s 
will  and  wisdom,  in  respect  to  the  essence  and  form  of  his  church,  which 
is  his  heavenly  kingdom  on  earth. 

That  going  to  the  Lord,  in  his  Holy  Word  and  the  writings  given  for 
the  use  of  his  New  Church,  and  inquiring  of  them,  as  of  the  Lord,  con¬ 
cerning  the  church,  as  to  its  essence,  we  are  instructed  in  the  Universal 
Theology,  712,  “That  the  essentials  of  the  church  are  three,  namely,  God, 
charity  and  faith;  and  that  all  things  of  the  church  have  reference  to 
these  three,  as  to  their  universals.” 

That,  without  entering  into  an  enumeration  of  the  particulars  contained 
within  these  three  universals  and  essentials,  as  they  are  given  in  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  New  Church,  for  the  formation  of  its  faith,  we  declare,  as  the 
broad  basis  upon  which  we  desire  to  rest  the  church  in  its  essence  and  form, 
within  and  without  us,  our  firm  and  unwavering  belief  in,  and  reception 
of.  all  and  singular  the  doctrines  and  instructions  given  in  the  Universal 
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Theology,  and  in  the  other  theological  writings  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg, 
the  chosen  servant  of  the  Lord,  and  the  illuminated  scribe  of  the  New 
Jerusalem. 

That,  while  we  hold,  in  common  with  all  who  are  receivers  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  doctrines  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  to  those  articles  which  constitute  the 
faith  of  that  church,  we  do  also  hold  most  firmly,  and,  in  view  of  their 
having  been  recently  called  in  question  and  practically  denied  by  the  First 
New  Jerusalem  Society  of  this  city,  whereby  a  division  of  that  society  has 
been  caused,  and  the  establishment  of  this  association  been  rendered  impe¬ 
rative,  are  desirous  of  acknowledging  particularly,  and  declaring  most  em¬ 
phatically,  those  divinely  given  principles  of  external  church  government 
and  order,  the  maintaining  of  which  is  one  of  the  objects  of  this  association. 
That,  therefore,  we  hold  and  declare  the  following  to  be  truths  continuous 
from  the  Lord,  given  for  our  acknowledgment  and  reception  in  the  life  of 
obedience,  faith  and  charity: 

That  “A  church,  in  order  to  be  a  church,  must  be  internal  and  external; 
for  there  are  those  who  are  in  the  internal  of  the  church,  and  there  are 
those  who  are  in  its  external:  the  former  are  few,  but  the  latter  are  nume¬ 
rous.  Nevertheless,  where  the  internal  church  is,  the  external  must  be 
also;  for  the  internal  of  the  church  cannot  be  separated  from  its  exter¬ 
nal;  and  also,  where  the  external  church  is,  the  internal  must  be  also.” 
(A.  C.  6537.  Also,  A.  C.  1033.) 

That  “the  internal  of  the  church  consists  in  willing  what  is  good  from 
the  heart,  and  in  being  affected  with  what  is  good ;  and  the  external  con¬ 
sists  in  doing  what  is  good,  and  this  according  to  the  truth  of  faith,  which 
is  known  from  good  :  but  the  external  church  consists  in  the  holy  perfor¬ 
mance  of  rituals,  and  in  doing  the  works  of  charity  according  to  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  church.”  (A.  C.  6587,  1175,  1803.) 

That  the  holy  performance  of  rituals,  is  the  offering  of  divine  worship  to 
the  Lord;  and  that  “All  things  of  worship  are  externals  of  the  body  and 
externals  of  the  mind.  The  externals  of  the  body  are  made  up  of  acts  and 
words;  and  the  externals  of  the  mind  are  the  things  done  in  will  and 
thought,  which  cohere  with  the  externals  of  the  body.  The  externals  of 
the  body,”  and  the  mind,  “  which  belong  to  worship,”  being  recited  in  the 
preceding  sermon,  on  page  6,  need  not  be  repeated  here.  (Doctrine  of 
Char.  100-1.) 

That  the  external  of  the  church  is  thus  determined  and  defined  by  the 
laws  of  order,  given  by  the  Lord  in  his  Word  and  the  doctrines  of  his 
church — it  being  that  “dress”  of  the  church,  concerning  which  we  are 
taught  in  U.  T.  55,  that  it  is  necessary  “to  contain  and  preserve  internal 
things  in  their  order.” 

That,  in  U.  T.  670,  &c.,  we  have  received  the  special  ceremonial  laws, 
concerning  the  primary  ordinances  of  the  church’s  external  worship,  which 
were  given  and  instituted  by  the  Lord  himself  whilst  on  earth,  namely, 
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the  ordinance  of  baptism,  (Matt.,  xxviii,  18-20,)  and  the  ordinance  of  the 
supper.  (Matt.,  xxvi,  26-28;  Mark,  xiv,  22-24;  Luke,  xxii,  19,  20.) 

That,  inasmuch  as  the  distinctive  character  of  the  ordinances  of  baptism 
and  the  holy  supper,  as  administered  and  received  in  the  New  Church, 
has  been  called  into  question,  by  as  well  clerical  as  lay  professing  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church,  this  association  declares  its  conviction,  that  these  ordi¬ 
nances,  as  sacraments  of  the  New  Church,  partake  of  its  distinctive  cha¬ 
racter,  that  they  have  been  instituted  anew  by  the  Lord,  for  his  new  church 
— they  being  the  principal  ordinances  of  that  worship,  concerning  which 
also,  he  has  made  his  divine  declaration,  “Behold  I  make  all  things  new,” 
(Rev.  xxi,  5;)  and  that  it  does  not  recognise  any  other  baptism  and  holy 
supper  as  valid  and  consociative  of  man  with  the  new  heaven,  for  those 
who  receive  the  faith  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  but  the  baptism  and  holy 
supper  which  are  received  in  the  sense  of  the  teachings  of  the  New  Church, 
in  the  acknowledgment  of  its  faith,  and  which  are  administered  by  minis¬ 
ters  or  priests  who  have  been  duly  inducted  into  the  priestly  office  of  the 
New  Jerusalem,  and  who  represent  the  Lord  in  his  work  of  saving  souls 
in  the  new  dispensation. 

That  these  ordinances  are  declared,  (in  U.  T.  670,  and  Ap.  Ex.  475,)  to 
be  “only  representative  and  significative  rites;”  and  that,  in  consequence, 
all  the  needful  appliances  and  means  for  their  administration,  such  as  ad¬ 
ministrators,  or  priests,  with  their  vestments,  and  temples,  with  their  al¬ 
tars,  pulpits,  &c.,  are  also  representative  and  significative. 

That  the  Lord,  when  he  came  into  the  world,  ordained  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  his  church,  an  apostolic  ministry,  in  atrinal  order  of  distinct  grades, 
consisting  of  apostles,  pastors  and  teachers.  (See  Matt.,  x,  1:  Luke,  x,  9; 
1  Tim.,  iv,  14,  Luke,  v,  16;  Acts,  vi,  1-6;  &c.) 

That  he  confirmed  this  order  of  an  apostolic  ministry,  in  his  second  ad¬ 
vent,  to  the  New  Church,  (U.  T.  108,  791,  Br.  Con.  Cor.  36-44,)  when 
“he  called  together  his  Twelve  Apostles,  and  sent  them  forth  throughout 
the  whole  spiritual  world,  as  he  had  formerly  done  throughout  the  whole 
natural  world,  with  a  commission  to  preach  the  gospel,”  &c.,  &c. ;  and 
that  he  now  teaches  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  ministerial  or  priestly  office 
to  be  representative  of  himself  in  his  work  of  saving  human  souls,  (A.  C. 
3670;)  and  that  it  is  given  for  the  sake  of  order  in  ecclesiastical  affairs, 
according  to  the  teaching  of  the  section  On  Civil  and  Ecclesiastical  Go¬ 
vernment,  in  the  work  entitled  The  New  Jerusalem  and  its  Heavenly  Doc¬ 
trine,  which  section  we  believe  and  declare  to  have  been  given  by  the 
Lord  for  the  use  of  his  New  Church  in  the  ordering  of  the  externals  of  its 
worship — wherein  we  find,  and  from  whence  we  extract  and  declare,  the 
following  principles,  as  the  fundamental  laws  of  our  ecclesiastical  order: 

That  “Governors  over  those  things  among  men  which  relate  to  heaven, 
or  ecclesiastical  affairs,  are  called  priests,  and  their  office  is  called  priest¬ 
hood.”  (No.  314.) 
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That,  “  with  respect  to  priests,  their  duty  is  to  teach  men  the  way  to 
heaven,  and  likewise  to  lead  them  therein.  They  are  to  teach  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  doctrine  of  the  church,  which  is  derived  from  the  Word  of 
God;  and  to  lead  them  to  live  according  to  that  doctrine.  Priests,  or  mi¬ 
nisters,  who  teach  the  doctrine  of  truth,  and  lead  their  flocks  thereby  to 
goodness  of  life,  and  so  to  the  Lord,  are  the  good  shepherds  spoken  of  in 
the  Word;  but  they  who  only  teach,  and  do  not  lead  to  goodness  of  life, 
and  so  to  the  Lord,  are  the  bad  shepherds.”  (315.) 

That  “the  ministers  of  the  church  ought  not  to  claim  to  themselves 
power  over  the  souls  of  men,  inasmuch  as  they  cannot  discern  the  real 
state  of  the  interiors,  or  of  the  heart;  much  less  ought  tiiey  to  claim  the 
power  of  opening  and  shutting  heaven,  because  that  power  belongs  to  the 
Lord  alone.”  (316.) 

That  “dignity  and  honor  ought  to  be  paid  to  ministers  on  account  of  the 
sanctity  of  their  office;  but  they  who  are  wise,  ascribe  all  such  honor  to 
the  Lord,  from  whom  all  sanctity  proceeds,  and  not  to  themselves;  where¬ 
as,  they  who  are  not  wise,  attribute  the  honor  to  themselves,  and  take  it 
from  the  Lord.  They  who  claim  honor  to  themselves  on  account  of  the 
sanctity  of  their  office,  prefer  honor  and  gain  to  the  salvation  of  souls, 
which  is  the  object  for  which  above  all  things  they  ought  to  provide  ;  but 
they  who  attribute  honor  to  the  Lord,  and  not  to  themselves,  prefer  the 
salvation  of  souls  to  honor  and  gain.  The  honor  of  any  employment  is  not 
in  the  person  of  him  who  is  employed,  but  it  is  only  annexed  to  him  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  dignity  of  the  office  in  which  he  is  engaged,  and  what  is  so 
annexed,  does  not  belong  to  the  person,  but  to  the  employment,  being  se¬ 
parated  from  the  person  when  he  is  separated  from  the  employment.  All 
personal  honor,  is  the  honor  of  wisdom  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord.”  (317.) 

That  “  Ministers  ought  to  instruct  the  people,  and  to  lead  them,  by  truths, 
to  good  of  life;  but,  in  matters  of  faith,  they  ought  not  to  use  compulsion, 
since  no  one  can  be  compelled  to  believe  contrary  to  what  he  thinks  in  his 
heart  to  be  true.  He  who  differs  in  opinion  from  the  minister  ought  to  be 
left  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  his  own  sentiments,  provided  he  make 
no  disturbance:  but,  when  such  a  person  disturbs  the  peace  of  the  church, 
he  must  be  separated  ;  for  this  also  is  agreable  to  the  order,  for  the  sake  of 
which  the  priesthood  or  ministry  is  established.”  (318.) 

That  this  teaching  is  further  confirmed  by  the  following: 

“What  is  divine  exists  among  the  people  through  the  ministry.”  (Doc. 
Char.  66.) 

“They  provide  for  the  existence  of  things  divine.”  (Doc.  Char.  70.) 

“That  the  clergy,  because  they  are  to  teach  doctrine  from  the  Word 
concerning  the  Lord,  and  concerning  redemption  and  salvation  from  him, 
are  to  be  inaugurated  by  the  covenant  (or  promise)  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
by  the  representation  of  its  translation;  but  that  it  is  received  by  the  cler¬ 
gy  according  to  the  faith  of  their  life.”  (Canons,  Ch.  41-47.) 


30 


APPENDIX. 


“That  that  divine  virtue,  which  is  meant  by  the  operation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  amongst  the  clergy,  is,  in  particular,  illustration  and  instruction ; 
but  to  these  may  be  added  two  intermediate  virtues,  which  are  perception 
and  disposition ;  there  are  therefore  four  successive  operations  amongst  the 
clergy,  following  each  other  in  this  order,  illustration,  perception,  disposi¬ 
tion,  and  instruction.”  &c.  &c.  (U.  T.  155.) 

“  That  the  divine  proceeding,  which  is  understood  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
proceeds  from  the  Lord  through  the  clergy  to  the  laity,  by  preachings,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  reception  of  the  doctrine  of  truth  thence  derived.”  (Can.  4. 8.) 

That  “good  may  be  insinuated  into  another  by  every  man  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  not  truth,  except  by  those  who  are  teaching  ministers ;  for  if  others 
insinuate  truth,  it  gives  birth  to  heresies,  and  the  church  is  disturbed  and 
rent  asunder.”  (H.  H.  226.  A.  C.  6822.) 

That  the  clergy, — inasmuch  as  they  represent  the  Lord  in  his  work  of 
saving  souls,  and  inasmuch  as  order  requires,  (U.  T.  680,)  that  there  should 
be  distinction,  and  with  distinction  its  proofs,  which  are  signs  and  tokens, — 
should  be  outwardly  distinguished  by  the  signs  and  tokens  or  badges  of 
official  robes,  when  engaged  in  the  ministrations  of  their  office,  the  func¬ 
tions  of  this  office  being  thereby  also  represented. 

That  all  the  things  which  belong  to  external  worship,  and  thus  to  the 
external  church,  are  the  signs  of  the  charity  which  constitutes  the  inter¬ 
nal  of  worship  and  the  church.  (Doc.  Char.  99-110.) 

That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  society  or  association  of  the  chnrch,  to  have 
these  external  signs  arranged  according  to  the  divine  ceremonial  laws,  so 
that  there  may  be  order  in  the  external,  as  the  means  of  order  in  the  inter¬ 
nal.  (A.  C.  1083,  1618,  D.  P.  136.) 

That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  society  or  association  of  the  church  to  have 
regard  to  what  is  taught  concerning  the  benefactions  of  charity,  Doc.  Char. 
113,)  concerning  the  debts  of  charity,  (Doc.  Char.  115,)  concerning  the 
diversions  of  charity,  (Doc.  Char.  117,)  and  concerning  the  proper  and 
general  uses  of  charity,  which  are  specifically  treated  of  in  the  small  work 
concerning  the  Divine  Wisdom,  appended  to  the  Ap.  Exp.  in  Sect.  XI,  p.  5, 
where  it  is  said:  “The  proper  and  general  uses  of  charity  are  the  uses  of 
every  one’s  function  and  administration,  as  was  said  above,  which  in  such 
case  become  goods  of  charity,  in  which  exists  love  to  the  Lord,  or  in  which 
this  love  is  conjoined  when  man  does  them  from  spiritual  fidelity  and  sin¬ 
cerity,  which  have  place  with  those  who  love  uses  because  they  are  uses, 
and  who  believe  that  all  good  is  from  the  Lord.  But  besides  the  above 
uses,  th ere  are  also  given  other  general  uses,  such  as  faithfully  loving  a 
conjugial  partner,  giving  children  a  proper  education,  the  prudent  ma¬ 
nagement  of  domestic  concerns,  just  dealing  with  servants  and  dependents; 
these  works  become  works  of  charity,  when  they  are  done  from  the  love 
of  uses,  and  towards  a  conjugial  partner,  when  they  are  done  from  mutual 
and  chaste  love;  those  uses  are  the  domestic  uses  which  are  of  charity. 
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There  are  also  other  general  uses,  as  contributing  the  necessary  and  due 
support  to  the  ministry  of  the  church,  which  goods  become  uses  of  charity, 
so  far  as  the  church  is  loved  in  a  superior  degree.  Amongst  general  uses 
also  may  be  reckoned  the  contributing  towards  the  building  and  establish¬ 
ment  of  orphan-houses,  of  edifices  for  the  reception  of  strangers,  and  col¬ 
leges  or  places  of  public  exercise,  with  other  things  of  a  similar  nature, 
which  uses  in  part  are  indifferent.”  &c. 

That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  society  to  make  the  necessary  provision  for 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  schools,  to  be  placed  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  clergy,  as  the  governors  in  ecclesiastical  affairs,  according  to 
the  teaching  in  the  Doc.  Char.  27:  “Every  society  in  a  kingdom  is  insti¬ 
tuted  according  to  uses,  of  which  there  is  a  variety.  There  are  some  socie¬ 
ties  whose  function  it  is  to  administer  various  civil  affairs,  which  are  mani¬ 
fold  in  kind;  some  to  administer  various  judicial  and  economical  affairs; 
also  various  ecclesiastical  concerns,  such  as  consistories,  academies,  and 
schools.”  &c. 

That,  as  this  association  takes  its  order  from  the  Word  and  doctrines  of 
the  church,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  the  temple  worship  and  the 
priesthood,  in  the  Jewish  church,  was  supported  by  free-will  offerings  and 
gifts,  placed  in  the  treasury  of  the  Lord,  as  well  as  by  the  sacrifices  and 
the  offerings  of  first  fruits;  which  view  is  still  further  sustained  by  the 
fact  that  the  Levites  were  all  set  apart  and  given  to  the  Lord  to  be  his 
priests,  and  received  no  portion  of  the  land  of  Canaan  as  their  possession, 
but  were  supported  out  of  the  Lord’s  treasury;  as  also  by  the  customs 
of  the  primitive  Christians ;  it  would  be  manifestly  right  and  proper,  for 
this  association,  to  discard  the  prevalent  mode  of  supporting  worship  by  a 
sort  of  civil  contract,  entered  into  between  the  minister  and  people,  in 
which  the  former  promises  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  sacred  office,  in 
consideration  of  receiving  a  certain  sum  of  money,  as  salary,  and  to  adopt 
the  mode  of  supporting  worship,  which  existed  in  the  Jewish  and  first 
Christian  churches,  according  to  which  the  use  of  the  ministry  is  sustained, 
not  by  gifts  of  the  people  to  them,  but  out  of  the  Lord’s  treasury,  in  which 
every  sincere  worshiper  shall,  when  he  comes  up  to  worship,  on  the  Lord’s 
day,  deposite  so  much  as  he  shall  think  that  he  ought  to  devote  to  the 
Lord,  from  the  earnings  of  the  week  preceding,  in  the  humble  and  devout 
acknowledgment  of  the  Lord,  as  “the  giver  of  every  good  and  perfect 
gift.”  (See  Mark,  xii,  41-44;  Luke,  xxi,  2,  &c.) 

And  finally,  we  acknowledge  and  declare,  that  all  the  teachings  of  the 
Lord  in  His  Word,  and  in  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  as  they  are  divine 
instructions  in  regard  to  the  life  of  obedience,  faith  and  charity,  ought 
therefore  to  be  obeyed  and  done  in  the  life  of  every  man,  and  of  every 
association  or  society  of  the  church,  which  acknowledges  the  Lord,  as  its 
all  in  all. 
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FUNDAMENTAL  RESOLUTION. 

Passed  and  Signed  October  27,  1854. 
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R.  DE  CHARMS. 

WM.  H.  REMADE. 

JOHN  GOD  FRY  GUSTAVUS  PEHRSON. 
L.  C.  J  UNG ERICH. 

GEO.  GLEDHILL. 

JAMES  W.  SCOTT. 

FRANCIS  E.  BCERICKE. 

D.  W.  C.  WHITCOMB. 

MARY  DE  CHARMS. 

SARAH  DE  CHARMS. 

MARY  DE  CHARMS. 

S.  M.  GARNER. 

D.  COWLEY. 

RUDOLPH  L.  TAP  EL. 

MARY  DE  G  GARNER. 

THOMAS  WEBB. 

MARY  ANN  PLUNKET.  T 
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THERESE  HER1NG.  Nov.  16,  ’54. 


